The Better Glory

Hebrews 1:3-4 (ESV)
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Ezekiel 1:28 (ESV)
Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.

A Glimpse Of The Glory Through The Bible

The Glory On The Mountain – Exodus 24:15-18

The Glory On The Tabernacle - Exodus 40:34-38

The Glory On The Temple – 1 Kings 8:9-11

The Superiority Of The Glory Of Jesus Christ

The Glory Of The Upholder

The glory of the maker and maintainer of the mountain is greater than the glory on the mountain

Psalm 95:3-6 (ESV)
For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!



Colossians 1:15-17 (ESV)
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

The Glory Of The Purifier

The glory of once and for all purification is greater than the perpetual pursuit of purification

Purification = Katharismos

Mark 1:40-44 (ESV)
And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

John 2:6 (ESV)
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.

Catharsis = the purging of the emotions or relieving of emotional tensions, especially through certain kinds of art, as tragedy or music

Our problems are not emotional problems, skin problems or ceremony problems, our problems are sin problems

Isaiah 1:18 (ESV)
Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

All of our sins are washed away by Jesus

1 John 1:7-9 (ESV)
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The Glory Of The Seated One

Hebrews 8:1-2 (ESV)
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man.

Isaiah 66:1 (ESV)
Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?”

The Exact Glory Of The Father Is Displayed In The Son

John 13:31-35 (ESV)
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Glory Of Jesus Is Displayed In A Church Marked By Spirit-Empowered Love

Ephesians 3:21 (ESV)
…to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Not everyone will be able to see this glory, but we who believe the Gospel not only see, but reflect this glory in our lives every day

2 Corinthians 4:4-6 (ESV)
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
