The Better Speaker

Hebrews 1:1-2 (ESV)
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

God Speaks

2 Peter 1:20-21 (ESV)
…knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

God is under no obligation to speak to us

We possess no inherit ability to comprehend what God speaks

We have consistently demonstrated an unwillingness to listen to what God has said

We must begin from a foundation of gratitude for the grace of the God who speaks

How does God speak?

1. God Speaks Creatively

Psalm 29:4a (ESV)
The voice of the LORD is powerful.

Genesis 1 “And God said…”

Hebrews 11:3a (ESV)
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God.

2. God Speaks Commandingly

Psalm 33:8-9 (ESV)
Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Ezekiel 12:25a (ESV)
For I am the LORD; I will speak the word that I will speak, and it will be performed.

Matthew 7:28-29 (ESV)
And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

3. God Speaks Clearly

Isaiah 45:19 (ESV)
I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain,’ I the LORD speak the truth; I declare what is right.

Psalm 19:1-3 (ESV)
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.

Romans 1:19-20a (ESV)
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.

4. God Speaks Re-creatively

James 1:18 (ESV)
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.


Romans 10:17 (ESV)
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

5. God Speaks Through Christ

Colossians 1:15-17 (ESV)
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Romans 11:36 (ESV)
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Jesus has spoken; will you listen?

Jesus Is God’s Final Word

John 5:39-40 (ESV)
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

John 12:27-30 (ESV)
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.”

1 Peter 1:3-12 (ESV)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.
