Will You Go To Your House Justified?

Luke 18:9-14 (ESV)
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

4 Questions

How am I like the Pharisee?

Romans 2:1-3 (ESV)
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O man – you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself – that you will escape the judgment of God?

James 4:11-12 (ESV)
Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?

What is justification?

Just As If I Never Sinned

“Justification is imputed by God and means we are completely forgiven and no longer liable to punishment.” – Wayne Grudem, Systemic Theology

Justification is what God does for us!

Romans 8:30 (ESV)
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Justification is God declaring us to be righteous

Romans 3:26, 28 (ESV)
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. …For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

Romans 10:4 (ESV)
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

Justification is forgiveness of sins and imputing of righteousness

Romans 5:19 (ESV)
For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

How are we justified?

We are justified by faith

Justification cannot be the result of works or anything that we can do, or by trusting in ourselves

Romans 5:1 (ESV)
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.


Galatians 2:16 (ESV)
…yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

Romans 4:13 (ESV)
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.

We are not justified by love, or by giving, or by reading God’s Word, or by evangelizing…or any other good work. We can only be justified by faith

How does being justified affect my life?

No condemnation

Romans 8:1 (ESV)
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

No comparing

2 Corinthians 10:12 (ESV)
Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.

No boasting in ourself

Ephesians 2:9 (ESV)
…not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
