
More Than Meets The Eye 
 
Mark 4:21-34 (ESV) 
And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a 
bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; 
nor is anything secret except to come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to 
you. For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away.” And he said, “The kingdom of God is 
as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and 
day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth produces 
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when 
the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows 
up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, 
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such 
parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. He did not 
speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 
explained everything. 
 
What is Jesus hiding? 
 
Jesus is hiding His word inside our hearts for the purpose of bringing about His 
glorious light 
 
John 12:35-41 (ESV) 
So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these 
things, he departed and hid himself from them. Though he had done so many 
signs before them, they still did not believe in him, so that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard 
from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” Therefore they 



could not believe. For again, Isaiah said, “He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their 
heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” Isaiah said these things because he 
saw his glory and spoke of him. 
 
The Hidden Purifier 
 
Jesus Hides A Word That Judges Our Hearts 
 
Psalm 119:11 (NIV) 
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 
 
Luke 6:37-42 (ESV) 
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” He 
also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 
fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you 
say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ 
when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, 
first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out 
the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 
 
The Gospel Saves Us From Both The Condemnation And The Captivity Of Sin 
 
The Hidden Power 
 
Jesus hides a word that works quietly, mysteriously and paradoxically 
 
1 Corinthians 2:7-10 (ESV) 
But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they 
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What 
no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has 



prepared for those who love him” – these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 
 
1 Timothy 5:24-25 (ESV) 
The sins of some men are conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but 
the sins of others appear later. So also good works are conspicuous, and even 
those that are not cannot remain hidden. 
 
The Gospel Depends On Proclamation Not Promotion 
 
The Hidden Potential 
 
Jesus Hides A Word That Grows Much Bigger Than We Think Is Possible 
 
Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory. 
 
The Gospel Goes Far Beyond Individual, Personal Salvation 
 
Ephesians 3:8-10 (ESV) 
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light 
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 


