The Unlikely Witnesses

Mark 15:37-16:8 (ESV)

And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son
of God!” There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and
Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and
there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. And
when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Council,
who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should
have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he
granted the corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him
down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut
out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. When the
Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of
the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back — it was
very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not
here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And
they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Focus Shifts

God Delights In Using The Weak To Shame The Strong



1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (ESV)

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God.

God chose these women to do a job that had previously been entrusted to angels
What made these women worthwhile witnesses?
They fixed their eyes on Jesus and refused to look away

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

They were courageous because they saw the fearlessness of Jesus

Deuteronomy 31:6 (ESV)
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD
your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.

Mark 14:32-34 (ESV)

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit
here while | pray.” And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to
be greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very
sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.”

Isaiah 50:5-7 (ESV)

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious; | turned not backward.
| gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the
beard; | hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. But the Lord GOD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like a flint, and |
know that | shall not be put to shame.



They were committed because they saw the obedience of Jesus

Hebrews 5:7-8 (ESV)

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered.

Philippians 2:8 (ESV)
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross.

They were compassionate and charitable because they saw the worthiness of
Jesus

Mark 14:3-9 (ESV)

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining
at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very
costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. There were some who
said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? For this
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to
the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you
trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor
with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not
always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for burial. And truly, | say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in
the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her”

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
Faith In The Resurrection Transforms Your Testimony

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (ESV)

And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And | was with you in weakness



and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so
that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.



