Entering Into Fruitfulness

Mark 11:1-25 (ESV)

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount
of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in
front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.”” And
they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they
untied it. And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing,
untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go.
And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.
And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that
they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who followed
were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” And
he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. On
the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. And seeing in
the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When
he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. And
he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.
And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out
those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. And he
would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he was
teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And
the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him,
for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. And
when evening came they went out of the city. As they passed by in the morning,
they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. And Peter remembered and said
to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” And Jesus
answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart,
but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. Therefore
| tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will



be yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against
anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses.”

Leaves Without Fruit

Matthew 24:32 (ESV)
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is near.

The warning of John the Baptist

Matthew 3:8-11 (ESV)

Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.
Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. “l baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.

A Fruitful Life Is Marked By Trust In The LORD

Jeremiah 17:5-10 (ESV)

Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. He is like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. “Blessed is the man who trusts in the
LORD, whose trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out
its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain
green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear
fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can
understand it? “I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.”

A Fruitful Life Is Marked By Generosity



Proverbs 11:28 (ESV)
Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like a green
leaf.

Psalm 37:25-26 (ESV)

| have been young, and now am old, yet | have not seen the righteous forsaken or
his children begging for bread. He is ever lending generously, and his children
become a blessing.

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 (ESV)

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God.

A Fruitful Life Is Marked By Prayer

Isaiah 56:3-8 (ESV)

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The LORD wiill
surely separate me from his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, | am a
dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who
choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, | will give in my
house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; | will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. “And the
foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name
of the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does
not profane it, and holds fast my covenant — these | will bring to my holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples.” The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered.”

A Fruitful Life Is Marked By Impossible Forgiveness

1 Kings 8:30 (ESV)



And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel; when they pray
toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear,
forgive.

Ephesians 4:31-32 (ESV)

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from
you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you.

With His Death On A Cursed Tree, Jesus Secured Fruitful Redemption For All Who
Believe

Galatians 3:13-14 (ESV)

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us — for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” —so that in Christ Jesus the
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the
promised Spirit through faith.



