An Undivided House

Mark 3:20-35 (ESV)

Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even
eat. And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were
saying, “He is out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he
casts out the demons.” And he called them to him and said to them in parables,
“How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand,
but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his
house. “Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and
whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” — for they were saying, “He
has an unclean spirit.” And his mother and his brothers came, and standing
outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting around him, and
they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And
he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For
whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”

Beelzebul/Beelzebub: Lord of the House/Lord of the Flies

2 Kings 1:1-4 (ESV)

After the death of Ahab, Moab rebelled against Israel. Now Ahaziah fell through
the lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria, and lay sick; so he sent messengers,
telling them, “Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether | shall recover
from this sickness.” But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise,
go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it
because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the
god of Ekron? Now therefore thus says the LORD, You shall not come down from
the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die/” So Elijah went.

Baal worship in the Old Testament reveals the satanic strategies of the New
Testament



Divide the most foundational relationships with sexual immorality, child sacrifice
and self-destruction

Attack God’s Design For Sex

Hosea 2:13 (ESV)

And | will punish her for the feast days of the Baals when she burned offerings to
them and adorned herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers and
forgot me, declares the LORD.

Revelation 2:14 (ESV)

But | have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so
that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.

Attack God’s Love For Children

Jeremiah 19:4-5 (ESV)

Because the people have forsaken me and have profaned this place by making
offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of
Judah have known; and because they have filled this place with the blood of
innocents, and have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as
burnt offerings to Baal, which | did not command or decree, nor did it come into
my mind —

Attack God'’s Care For The Body

1 Kings 18:26-29 (ESV)

And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon
the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there
was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they
had made. And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god.
Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he
is asleep and must be awakened.” And they cried aloud and cut themselves after
their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. And



as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but
there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

Satan holds people captive with these demonic and divisive influences

John 10:10 (ESV)
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.

God promised a Messiah who would plunder the house of the captor

Isaiah 49:22-25 (ESV)

Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, | will lift up my hand to the nations, and raise
my signal to the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their arms, and your
daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. Kings shall be your foster fathers,
and their queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they shall
bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you will know that | am the
LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.” Can the prey be taken
from the mighty, or the captives of a tyrant be rescued? For thus says the LORD:
“Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken, and the prey of the tyrant be
rescued, for | will contend with those who contend with you, and | will save your
children.

Jesus has inaugurated a Kingdom/House with the power to undo demonic
divisions by the liberating, reconciling, and unifying work of the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV)

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience — among whom we all once lived
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Ephesians 2:13-22 (ESV)

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of



commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in
one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and
preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

As Jesus’ Chosen Family Members, You Are A Part Of The Rescue Mission

Luke 10:17-20 (ESV)

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to
us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”



