
The Purpose Of Parables 
 
Mark 4:1-20 (ESV) 
Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was 
beside the sea on the land. And he was teaching them many things in parables, 
and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And 
as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately 
it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, 
and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into 
good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold 
and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about 
the parables. And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the 
kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, so that “‘they 
may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest 
they should turn and be forgiven.’” And he said to them, “Do you not understand 
this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? The sower sows, the 
word. And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when you 
hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 
And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but 
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown among thorns. 
They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. But those that were sown on the good soil are the 
ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 
hundredfold.” 
 
Parable = parabole 
 
Para = beside 
 
Ballo = throw, place 



 
Parable = place beside 
 
A parable is a side-by-side comparison of two things 
 
The secret of the Kingdom of God 
 
Jesus did not give parables to help people understand, He gave them to expose 
what is inside their hearts 
 
Isaiah 6:8-10 (ESV) 
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
hearts, and turn and be healed.” 
 
“He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 
Ears that do not hear are on empty images 
 
Psalm 115:4-8 (ESV) 
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but 
do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do 
not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not 
make a sound in their throat. Those who make them become like them; so do all 
who trust in them. 
 
The Parable of the Sower is a parable about grasping the mystery of the parables 
 
Parables Whisper An Incomprehensible Voice 
 
John 10:3-6 (ESV) 
To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they 



will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
 
John 8:47 (ESV) 
Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them 
is that you are not of God. 
 
Satan’s Lies Cannot Silence Or Steal The Voice Of Truth 
 
Parables Demonstrate An Invincible Power 
 
Romans 15:13 (ESV) 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
Hebrews 6:19a (NIV) 
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 
 
The power of hope will withstand any scorching heat or raging storm 
 
Parables Reveal An Invisible Kingdom 
 
Luke 17:20-21 (ESV) 
Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered 
them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, nor will they 
say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of 
you.” 
 
Luke 12:30-34 (ESV) 
For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows 
that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to 
you. “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 



 
The worries of this world disappear in view of the Kingdom 
 
Jesus fills us with the Holy Spirit and opens our ears to hear His words, opens our 
hearts to have His hope, and opens our eyes to see His Kingdom 
 
Ezekiel 36:25-27 (ESV) 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 


