The Crowds and The Chosen

Mark 3:7-19 (ESV)

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from
Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and
from Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they
came to him. And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the
crowd, lest they crush him, for he had healed many, so that all who had diseases
pressed around him to touch him. And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they
fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” And he strictly
ordered them not to make him known. And he went up on the mountain and
called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. And he appointed
twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he
might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out demons. He
appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); James the son of
Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges,
that is, Sons of Thunder); Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew,
and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Mark 3:9 (NASB)
And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the
crowd, so that they would not crowd Him.

CROWD - Plethos (noun) large number of things or people, multitude

CROWD — Thlibo (verb) to press (as grapes), compress, crush; to trouble, afflict,
distress

Crowds are unpredictable, irrational, and uncontrollable
What Crowds Are Crowding Us?
Shared Sufferings

2 Corinthians 1:6 (ESV)



If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it
is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same
sufferings that we suffer.

Relational Anxieties

2 Corinthians 7:5 (ESV)
For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were
afflicted at every turn — fighting without and fear within.

Destined Difficulties

1 Thessalonians 3:2-4 (ESV)

...and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to
establish and exhort you in your faith, that no one be moved by these afflictions.
For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. For when we were with
you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has
come to pass, and just as you know.

The Squeeze Reveals Our Secret Power

2 Corinthians 4:7-11 (ESV)

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life
of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being
given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our mortal flesh.

The Chosen Came Out Of The Crowd

Matthew 7:13-14 (ESV)

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the
way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.



Mark 3:14-15 (ESV)

And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be
with him and he might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out
demons.

4 Blessings Of The Chosen
The Chosen Get To Be With Him

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NIV)
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

The Chosen Get To Be Sent Out

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.

The Chosen Get To Preach

Romans 10:14-15 (ESV)

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

The Chosen Get Authority Over Demons

Luke 10:17-20 (ESV)

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to
us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”



John 15:15-17 (ESV)

No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you. You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things |
command you, so that you will love one another.



