
On The Edge Of The Wilderness 
 
Mark 1:1-20 (ESV) 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. And he preached saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when 
he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove 
him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 
ministering to him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Passing alongside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, 
for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called 
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and 
followed him. 
 
The main characters of Mark’s story 

• The Christ 
• The Criminal 
• The Crowds  
• The Called 

 



The Main Setting Of The Story 
A world on the edge of the wilderness 
 
Wilderness – Eremos 
A desert place, unsuitable, uncultivated, desolate, an uninhabited place, lonely, 
isolated, solitary 
 
Why is the setting of the wilderness so important? 
 
Echoes of Creation 
 
Genesis 1:1-2 (ESV) 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
Echoes of the Exodus 
 
Exodus 13:18a (ESV) 
But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. 
 
Deuteronomy 2:7 (ESV) 
For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows 
your going through this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has 
been with you. You have lacked nothing. 
 
The wilderness is where God speaks to His people 
 
Hosea 2:14-15 (ESV) 
Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
tenderly to her. And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of 
Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at 
the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 
 
John’s appearance 
 
Calling in the wilderness 



 
Preparing in the wilderness 
 
Baptizing in the wilderness 
 
Jesus’ Baptism 
 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Jesus’ Temptation 
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 (ESV) 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he 
helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in 
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted. 
 
The main theme of the story 
 
Mark 1:15 (ESV) 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel. 
 
The invitation to be a part of the story 
 
Jesus calls us to believe in Him 
 
Jesus calls us to follow Him 
 
Jesus calls us to share in His mission 
 
Promise of what is to come for us in the wilderness 



 
Isaiah 51:3 (ESV) 
For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her 
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will 
be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
Hosea 2:18-23 (ESV) 
I will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds 
of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, 
the sword, and war from the land, and I will make you lie down in safety. And I will 
betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, 
in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you 
shall know the LORD. “And in that day I will answer, declares the LORD, I will 
answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer 
the grain, the wine, and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, and I will sow her 
for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My 
People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’” 


