Something To Talk About
Talking About The Judgment To Come

Acts 24:24-25 (NIV)

Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish. He sent for
Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. As Paul talked
about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and
said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. When | find it convenient, | will send
for you.”

Only God Can Judge Me

Matthew 7:1-5 (ESV)

Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will
be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you
see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your
own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,” when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s
eye.

John 7:24 (ESV)
Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.

Judging Today vs Judgment To Come

Romans 2:1-5 (ESV)

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the
very same things. We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who
practice such things. Do you suppose, O man — you who judge those who practice
such things and yet do them yourself — that you will escape the judgment of God?
Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience,
not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because
of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day
of wrath when God'’s righteous judgment will be revealed.



The Archetype Of Judgment: Sodom and Gomorrah

Luke 17:28-30 (ESV)

Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot — they were eating and drinking, buying
and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom,
fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all — so will it be on the
day when the Son of Man is revealed.

4 Questions To Ask To Determine If | Am Making Right Judgments
Do | Trust God To Judge Justly?

Genesis 18:24-25 (ESV)

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do
such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous
fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?

Do | Hear The Outcry For Judgment?

Genesis 19:12-13 (ESV)

Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons,
daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the place. For we are
about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become
great before the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.

Revelation 6:9-10 (ESV)

When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out
with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

Do | Treat Judgment Like A Joke?

Genesis 19:14 (ESV)



So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters,
“Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.” But he
seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

2 Peter 3:3-8 (ESV)

...knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing,
following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they
were from the beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this fact, that
the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through
water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed
was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heavens and
earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Do | Linger At The Warning, Look Back In Wanting, Or Long For Mercy?

Genesis 19:15-17 (ESV)

As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your
two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the
city.” But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters
by the hand, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set
him outside the city. And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life.
Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be
swept away.”

Luke 17:32-33 (ESV)
Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life will keep it.

2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.

James 2:12-13 (ESV)



So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For
judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.

May The Promise Of God’s Perfect Judgment And Mercy Inspire Us To Live Godly
Lives

2 Peter 3:10-13 (ESV)

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are
thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will
melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Revelation 19:1-5 (ESV)

After this | heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who
corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his
servants.” Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up
forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen.
Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his
servants, you who fear him, small and great.”



