The Good News Of Great Joy

Luke 2:8-15 (ESV)

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.”

Give Good News, Be Great Neighbors

Great Neighbors Are Joyful Neighbors

What Is Joy?

Happiness, Gladness, And Rejoicing On Account Of Something Good

Luke 8:13 (ESV)

And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall
away.

What Is Great Joy?
Happiness, Gladness, And Rejoicing, Regardless Of The Present Circumstances

Hebrews 12:2 (ESV)

...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.



The bookends of Jesus’ earthly life are marked by Great Joy

Luke 24:50-53 (ESV)

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.
While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were
continually in the temple blessing God.

Great Joy is found in the Scriptures

John 17:13-18 (ESV)

But now | am coming to you, and these things | speak in the world, that they may
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. |
do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the
evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify them in
the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so | have sent them
into the world.

Jeremiah 15:16 (ESV)
Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy and
the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.

1 John 1:4 (NIV)
We write this to make our joy complete.

Great Joy Is Shared

John 3:29-30 (ESV)

The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy
of mine is now complete. He must increase, but | must decrease.

2 John 1:12 (NIV)
| have much to write to you, but | do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, |
hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.



Great Joy Is Satisfying

John 15:11 (ESV)
These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.

John 16:23-24 (ESV)

In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, | say to you, whatever you ask
of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing
in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.

3 John 1:4 (ESV)
| have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.

Great Joy Suffers

Hebrews 10:34 (NIV)

You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of
your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting
possessions.

John 16:20-22 (ESV)

Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth,
she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby,
she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born
into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again, and your
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

1 Peter 1:8-9 (ESV)

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.



