A Heart For The Living God

1 Samuel 28:5-19 (ESV)

When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled
greatly. And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either
by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out
for me a woman who is a medium, that | may go to her and inquire of her.” And
his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a medium at En-dor.” So Saul disguised
himself and put on other garments and went, he and two men with him. And they
came to the woman by night. And he said, “Divine for me by a spirit and bring up
for me whomever | shall name to you.” The woman said to him, “Surely you know
what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the necromancers from
the land. Why then are you laying a trap for my life to bring about my death?” But
Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come
upon you for this thing.” Then the woman said, “Whom shall | bring up for you?”
He said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out
with a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You
are Saul.” The king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What do you see?” And the
woman said to Saul, “l see a god coming up out of the earth.” He said to her,
“What is his appearance?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is
wrapped in a robe.” And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his
face to the ground and paid homage. Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbed me by bringing me up?” Saul answered, “l am in great distress, for the
Philistines are warring against me, and God has turned away from me and
answers me no more, either by prophets or by dreams. Therefore | have
summoned you to tell me what | shall do.” And Samuel said, “Why then do you
ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and become your enemy? The LORD
has done to you as he spoke by me, for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of
your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. Because you did not obey the
voice of the LORD and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore
the LORD has done this thing to you this day. Moreover, the LORD will give Israel
also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons
shall be with me. The LORD will give the army of Israel also into the hand of the
Philistines.”

Why is our world so obsessed with the dead?



The less we seek to obey God, the less we will be able to hear from God
The less we hear from God, the more prone we become to turning to dead things

Psalm 115:2-8 (ESV)

Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our God is in the heavens; he
does all that he pleases. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do
not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do
not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. Those who make them
become like them; so do all who trust in them.

Our God is not only living, but He once was dead!

Revelation 1:17-18 (ESV)

When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me,
saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the last, and the living one. | died, and behold
| am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.

The Resurrection Changes Everything

Luke 24:5-7 (ESV)

And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third
day rise.”

4 Ways The Resurrection Changes How God Speaks To Us
1. Jesus Speaks To Us By Drawing Near To Us

Luke 24:13-15 (ESV)

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus
himself drew near and went with them.



Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV)

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the
curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house
of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure
water.

2. Jesus Speaks To Us Through The Scriptures

Luke 24:25-27 (ESV)

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these
things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

3. Jesus Speaks To Us Through The Broken Bread

Luke 24:30-31 (ESV)

When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and
gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he
vanished from their sight.

John 6:33-35 (ESV)

For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, “l am
the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in
me shall never thirst.

4. Jesus Speaks To Us Through Heart-Burning Brotherhood



Luke 24:32-35 (ESV)

They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us
on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” And they rose that same hour
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with
them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known
to them in the breaking of the bread.

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 (ESV)

You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be
known and read by all. And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by
us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of
stone but on tablets of human hearts.



