A Heart To Belong To A Community

1 Samuel 27:1-4, 12 (ESV)

Then David said in his heart, “Now | shall perish one day by the hand of Saul.
There is nothing better for me than that | should escape to the land of the
Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking me any longer within the borders of
Israel, and | shall escape out of his hand.” So David arose and went over, he and
the six hundred men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of
Gath. And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his
household, and David with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of
Carmel, Nabal’s widow. And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he
no longer sought him. ...And Achish trusted David, thinking, “He has made himself
an utter stench to his people Israel; therefore he shall always be my servant.”

1 Samuel 29:1-6 (ESV)

Now the Philistines had gathered all their forces at Aphek. And the Israelites were
encamped by the spring that is in Jezreel. As the lords of the Philistines were
passing on by hundreds and by thousands, and David and his men were passing
on in the rear with Achish, the commanders of the Philistines said, “What are
these Hebrews doing here?” And Achish said to the commanders of the
Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who has been with
me now for days and years, and since he deserted to me | have found no fault in
him to this day.” But the commanders of the Philistines were angry with him. And
the commanders of the Philistines said to him, “Send the man back, that he may
return to the place to which you have assigned him. He shall not go down with us
to battle, lest in the battle he become an adversary to us. For how could this
fellow reconcile himself to his lord? Would it not be with the heads of the men
here? Is not this David, of whom they sing to one another in dances, ‘Saul has
struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands’?” Then Achish called
David and said to him, “As the LORD lives, you have been honest, and to me it
seems right that you should march out and in with me in the campaign. For | have
found nothing wrong in you from the day of your coming to me to this day.
Nevertheless, the lords do not approve of you.

Having been created in the image of God, we need to be in community



The absence of a healthy community will lead people to embrace even more
unhealthy ones

A Community Of The Powerful

Mark 10:35-38 (ESV)

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them,
“What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”

Luke 9:52-54 (ESV)

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. But the people did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and
John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?”

Jesus’ community knows what real power looks like

2 Corinthians 2:9 (ESV)

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.

John 13:12-15 (ESV)

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what | have done to you? You call me
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have
given you an example, that you also should do just as | have done to you.

A Community Of The Popular
Exodus 23:2 (NIV)

Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do
not pervert justice by siding with the crowd.



Matthew 27:20-24 (ESV)

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then
what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be
crucified!” And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the
more, “Let him be crucified!” So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but
rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”

Jesus’ community sees people the right way

Matthew 9:35-38 (ESV)

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

A Community Of The Protected

Luke 12:15-21 (ESV)

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness,
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And he told
them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he
thought to himself, ‘What shall | do, for | have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he
said, ‘l will do this: | will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will
store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him,
‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God.”

Proverbs 18:11-12 (MSG)



The rich think their wealth protects them; they imagine themselves safe behind it.
Pride first, then the crash, but humility is precursor to honor.

Jesus’ community understands the generosity and risk is a key to our mission

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (ESV)

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous
and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.

Mark 8:34-35 (ESV)

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel's will save it.

This is what our community looks like

Revelation 7:9-17 (ESV)

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever
and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” | said to him, “Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his
presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not
strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will



be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



