A Heart To Fight The LORD’s Battles

1 Samuel 25:21-34 (ESV)

Now David had said, “Surely in vain have | guarded all that this fellow has in the
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him, and he has
returned me evil for good. God do so to the enemies of David and more also, if by
morning | leave so much as one male of all who belong to him.” When Abigail saw
David, she hurried and got down from the donkey and fell before David on her
face and bowed to the ground. She fell at his feet and said, “On me alone, my lord,
be the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your
servant. Let not my lord regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so
is he. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him. But | your servant did not see the
young men of my lord, whom you sent. Now then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and
as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt and from
saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to do
evil to my lord be as Nabal. And now let this present that your servant has brought
to my lord be given to the young men who follow my lord. Please forgive the
trespass of your servant. For the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house,
because my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in
you so long as you live. If men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life
of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your
God. And the lives of your enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling.
And when the LORD has done to my lord according to all the good that he has
spoken concerning you and has appointed you prince over Israel, my lord shall
have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for having shed blood without cause
or for my lord taking vengeance himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with
my lord, then remember your servant.” And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the
LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! Blessed be your
discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me this day from bloodguilt and
from avenging myself with my own hand! For as surely as the LORD, the God of
Israel, lives, who has restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and
come to meet me, truly by morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as
one male.”

What Does It Mean To Fight The LORD’s Battles?

1 Timothy 1:18-19a (ESV)



This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies
previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare,
holding faith and a good conscience.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (ESV)

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (ESV)
Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him.

Sidetracked Soldiers Are Not Good Soldiers

4 Common Distractions That Render Us Ineffective In Our Duty To Fight The
LORD’s Battles

The Annoying Preoccupation With Worthless Fools

Titus 3:9 (ESV)
But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the
law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.

John 12:42-43 (NAS)

Nevertheless many, even of the rulers, believed in Him, but because of the
Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the
synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

The Fear And Frustration From Personal Insults
2 Corinthians 12:10 (ESV)
For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,

persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

Matthew 5:11-12 (ESV)



Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

1 Peter 4:14 (ESV)
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you.

The Discouragement Of An Investment That Does Not Pay Off

Galatians 6:8-10 (ESV)

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith.

The Emptiness Of Individual Vengeance

1 Thessalonians 5:15 (ESV)
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one
another and to everyone.

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 (ESV)

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering — since indeed God
considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to
you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who
do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be
glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed,
because our testimony to you was believed.

Don’t Get Sidetracked



1 Timothy 6:11-12 (ESV)

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good

confession in the presence of many witnesses.



