A Heart To Love Our Enemies

1 Samuel 24:1-19 (ESV)

When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David is
in the wilderness of Engedi.” Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all
Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats’ Rocks. And he
came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts of the
cave. And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the LORD said
to you, ‘Behold, | will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it
shall seem good to you.”” Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s
robe. And afterward David’s heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of
Saul’s robe. He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that | should do this thing to my
lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he is the LORD’s
anointed.” So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them
to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way. Afterward
David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the
king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth
and paid homage. And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men
who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’? Behold, this day your eyes have seen
how the LORD gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill
you, but | spared you. | said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is
the LORD’s anointed.” See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For
by the fact that | cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may
know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. | have not sinned
against you, though you hunt my life to take it. May the LORD judge between me
and you, may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against
you. As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness.’
But my hand shall not be against you. After whom has the king of Israel come out?
After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! May the LORD
therefore be judge and give sentence between me and you, and see to it and
plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.” As soon as David had finished
speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And
Saul lifted up his voice and wept. He said to David, “You are more righteous than |,
for you have repaid me good, whereas | have repaid you evil. And you have
declared this day how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me
when the LORD put me into your hands. For if a man finds his enemy, will he let



him go away safe? So may the LORD reward you with good for what you have
done to me this day.

The Most Impossible Commandment

Matthew 5:43-45, 48 (ESV)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.
...You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

How can we live by such an impossible standard?
Believe Completely In The Sovereignty And Providence Of God

Daniel 2:20-22 (ESV)

Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to
whom belong wisdom and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes
kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who
have understanding; he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the
darkness, and the light dwells with him.

Daniel 4:34-35 (ESV)

At the end of the days |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason
returned to me, and | blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom
endures from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are
accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him,
“What have you done?”

Romans 13:1-2 (ESV)

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment.



“Providence has given to our people the choice of their ruler, and it is the duty, as
well as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation to select and prefer
Christians for their rulers.” — John Jay

1 Timothy 2:1-3 (ESV)

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.

Entrust Yourself Wholly To The Just Judgment Of God

Romans 12:17-21 (ESV)

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of
all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Genesis 18:25 (ESV)

Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”

1 Peter 4:19 (ESV)
Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a
faithful Creator while doing good.

2 Peter 2:9 (ESV)
...then the Lord know how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,

Hebrews 10:30-31 (ESV)



For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay.” And again, “The Lord
will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Desire Exclusively The Awards Of God

Proverbs 25:21-22 (ESV)

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water
to drink, for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward
you.

Psalm 73:25 (ESV)
Whom have | in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that | desire
besides you.

2 Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV)

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all
who have loved his appearing.

God'’s Love For His Enemies

Romans 5:6-10 (ESV)

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.



