
A Heart To Inquire Of God 
 
1 Samuel 23:1-13 (ESV) 
Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are 
robbing the threshing floors.” Therefore David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go 
and attack these Philistines?” And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the 
Philistines and save Keilah.” But David’s men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid 
here in Judah; how much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the 
Philistines?” Then David inquired of the LORD again. And the LORD answered him, 
“Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand.” And David 
and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines and brought away their 
livestock and struck them with a great blow. So David saved the inhabitants of 
Keilah. When Abiathar the son of Ahimelech had fled to David to Keilah, he had 
come down with an ephod in his hand. Now it was told Saul that David had come 
to Keilah. And Saul said, “God has given him into my hand, for he has shut himself 
in by entering a town that has gates and bars.” And Saul summoned all the people 
to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. David knew that Saul 
was plotting harm against him. And he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the 
ephod here.” Then said David, “O LORD, the God of Israel, your servant has surely 
heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah, to destroy the city on my account. Will 
the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as your 
servant has heard? O LORD, the God of Israel, please tell your servant.” And the 
LORD said, “He will come down.” Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah 
surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the LORD said, “They will 
surrender you.” Then David and his men, who were about six hundred, arose and 
departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. When Saul was told 
that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the expedition. 
 
How amazing is God that He makes Himself available for inquiry? 
 
God not only accepts our questions and requests, He encourages them 
 
Matthew 7:7-8 (ESV) 
Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks it will be opened. 
 



There is no failure in God to answer, there is only failure in us to ask 
 
James 1:5-6 (ESV) 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for 
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
 
4 Essential Inquiries In Life Asked By David And By The Church 
 
Shall I go? 
 
Acts 13:2-4 (ESV) 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. So, being sent 
out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. 
 
Hebrews 11:8-10 (ESV) 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By 
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward 
to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 
 
What should I do? 
 
Acts 16:9-10 (ESV) 
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when 
Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 



mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 (ESV) 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form 
of evil. 
 
What if I lose? 
 
Acts 21:10-14 (ESV) 
While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea. And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands 
and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind 
the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 
When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for 
the name of the Lord Jesus.” And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased 
and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 
 
Matthew 16:24-26 (ESV) 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in 
return for his soul? 
 
Are the rumors true? 
 
Acts 4:23-31 (ESV) 
When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their 
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father 
David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the 



peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’ – for truly in this city 
there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 
And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders are preformed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 
word of God with boldness. 


