
A Heart To Face The Green-Eyed Monsters 
 
1 Samuel 18:6-16 (ESV) 
As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the 
Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to 
meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical 
instruments. And the women sang to one another as they celebrated, “Saul has 
struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” And Saul was very 
angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have 
but the kingdom?” And Saul eyed David from that day on. The next day a harmful 
spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was 
playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand. And Saul 
hurled the spear, for he thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David evaded 
him twice. Saul was afraid of David because the LORD was with him but had 
departed from Saul. So Saul removed him from his presence and made him a 
commander of a thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. And 
David had success in all his undertakings, for the LORD was with him. And when 
Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him. But all Israel 
and Judah loved David, for he went out and came in before them. 
 
What is the Green-eyed Monster? 
 
The twin sisters, jealousy and envy, and their cousins greed and covetousness 
 
Jealousy is a fierce possessiveness over what belongs to you 
 
Envy is a fierce displeasure at the good fortunes of others 
 
Greed is a fierce desire for something that does not belong to you 
 
Covetousness is a fierce desire for something that belongs to someone else 
 
Mark 7:20-23 (ESV) 
And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, 
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 



adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 
All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 (ESV) 
Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned 
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
Marks of the Monster 

• Anger 
• Displeasure 
• Suspicion 
• Raving 
• Fear 

 
Eye-dolatry: the power of the eyes to control our hearts  
 
Colossians 3:2-5 (ESV) 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what 
is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:23-24 (ESV) 
Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with 
you, and make a carved image, the form of anything that the LORD your God has 
forbidden you. For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 
 
1 John 2:15-17 (ESV) 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions – is not from the Father 
but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides for ever. 
 



We Master The Monster By Fixing Our Eyes On Jesus And His Kingdom 
 
Looking To Jesus And His Kingdom Enables Us To Combat Jealousy With 
Celebration 
 
Luke 15:25-32 (ESV) 
Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he 
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, 
and is found.’” 
 
Looking To Jesus And His Kingdom Enables Us To Combat Envy With Love 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-6 (ESV) 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
 
Looking To Jesus And His Kingdom Enables Us To Combat Greed With 
Contentment 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 (ESV) 
Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 



 
Hebrews 13:5-6 (ESV) 
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 
 
Looking To Jesus And His Kingdom Enables Us To Combat Coveting With 
Generosity 
 
Luke 12:15-21 (ESV) 
And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And he told 
them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, 
‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.” 
 
Acts 20:33-35 (ESV) 
I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I have 
shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’” 
 
Hebrews 12:28-29 (ESV) 
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God 
is a consuming fire. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (MSG) 
These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the 
lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. The 



things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see 
now will last forever. 


