A Heart For Covenantal Love

1 Samuel 20:12-17 (ESV)

And Jonathan said to David, “The LORD, the God of Israel, be witness! When |
have sounded out my father, about this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if
he is well disposed toward David, shall | not then send and disclose it to you? But
should it p lease my father to do you harm, the LORD do so to Jonathan and more
also if I do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety.
May the LORD be with you, as he has been with my father. If | am still alive, show
me the steadfast love of the LORD, that | may not die; and do not cut off your
steadfast love from my house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the
enemies of David from the face of the earth.” And Jonathan made a covenant with
the house of David, saying, “May the LORD take vengeance on David’s enemies.”
And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, for he loved him as he
loved his own soul.

Four Elements of the Covenant
e The Parties
e The Agreement
e The Consequences (Blessing/Curse)
e The Sign

The heart of the covenant is hesed

Steadfast Love
Loving-kindness
Devotion
Faithfulness
Goodness
Loyalty

One Way Love
Isaiah 63:7 (ESV)

| will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to
all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel



that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love.

Jeremiah 31:3 (ESV)
...the LORD appeared to him from far away. | have loved you with an everlasting
love; therefore | have continued my faithfulness to you.

1 John 4:19 (ESV)
We love because he first loved us.

God has made a new covenant with us

Luke 22:19-20 (ESV)

And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured
out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

The Parties — God and the sinners whom He loves

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV)

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that | made
with their fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will
write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. And
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying ‘Know
the LORD, ‘for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no
more.”

1 John 4:7-9 (ESV)
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,



because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.

The Agreement — Believe in the love God has given

Romans 5:8 (ESV)
...but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.

1 John 4:10 (ESV)
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.

1 John 4:15-16 (ESV)

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

Romans 10:8-13 (ESV)

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who
believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

The Promise — The eternal inheritance of a perfect love relationship with God

Hebrews 9:15a (ESV)
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance...

1John 4:17-18 (ESV)
By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of
judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love,



but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not been perfected in love.

The Sign — The Holy Spirit manifesting in love for others

1 John 4:11-14 (ESV)

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world.

1 John 4:20-21 (ESV)

If anyone says, “l love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And
this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his
brother.

2 Corinthians 1:20-22 (ESV)

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that
we utter our Amen to God for his glory. And it is God who establishes us with you
in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and given us his
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.



