A Heart To Face The Giant

1 Samuel 17:38-51 (ESV)

Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of bronze on his head
and clothed him with a coat of mail, and David strapped his sword over his armor.
And he tried in vain to go, for he had not tested them. Then David said to Saul, “I
cannot go with these, for | have not tested them.” So David put them off. Then he
took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put
them in his shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the
Philistine. And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his
shield-bearer in front of him. And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he
disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. And
the Philistine said to David, “Am | a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David, “Come to me,
and | will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” Then
David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and
with a javelin, but | come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will deliver you into my
hand, and | will strike you down and cut off your head. And | will give the dead
bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild
beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and
that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear.
For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.” When the
Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward
the battle line to meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag and took
out a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank
into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. So David prevailed over
the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed
him. There was no sword in the hand of David. Then David ran and stood over the
Philistine and took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut
off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they
fled.

What was David’s motivation to face Goliath?

1 Samuel 17:46b-47 (ESV)



...that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this
assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle
is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.”

David’s Missionary Motivation — that all the earth may know

Wise kings know that there is no more important purpose than the global praise
of God

Psalm 22:27-28 (ESV)

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families
of the nations shall worship before you. For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he
rules over the nations.

David’s heart that all the nations would fear God gave him the courage to face
Goliath

David’s Church Motivation — that the assembly may know

David’s heart that the assembly would trust the LORD gave him the courage to
face Goliath with the supplies of a shepherd rather than the weapons of a warrior

1 Samuel 17:40 (ESV)

Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook
and put them in his shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he
approached the Philistine.

The shepherd’s staff is a comfort because the sheep trusts the one who wields it
Psalm 23:4 (ESV)
Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil,

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

The stones from the stream can be trusted because they are honed by God, not by
man

Daniel 2:34-35 (ESV)



As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on
its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the
bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became
like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so
that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

The sling, like a prayer, is a weapon that demands trust and humility. Once you let
it go, it is out of your hands.

2 Chronicles 26:14-16 (ESV)

And Uzziah prepared for all the army shields, spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows,
and stones for slinging. In Jerusalem he made engines, invented by skillful men, to
be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and great stones. And his fame
spread far for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong. But when he was
strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful to the LORD his
God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.

Psalm 44:4-7 (NIV)

You are my King and my God, who decrees victories for Jacob. Through you we
push back our enemies; through your name we trample our foes. | put no trust in
my bow, my sword does not bring me victory; but you give us victory over our
enemies, you put our adversaries to shame.

“I alone cannot change the world, but | can cast a stone across the waters to
create many ripples.” — Mother Teresa

Salvation belongs to the LORD

Hosea 1:7 (ESV)

But | will have mercy on the house of Judah, and | will save them by the LORD
their God. | will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by
horsemen.

Acts 4:11-12 (ESV)



This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become
the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

A Church that knows that salvation belongs to Jesus Christ and wants to make Him
known to the entire world, is a church that will bring down giants



