A Heart To Obey

1 Samuel 15:22 (ESV)

And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to listen than the fat of rams.

The compound interest of disobedience
Saul took it upon himself to decide what was good and what was worthless

1 Samuel 15:9 (ESV)

But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen
and of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not
utterly destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they devoted to
destruction.

Saul built a monument for himself

1 Samuel 15:12 (ESV)

And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul
came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and
passed on and went down to Gilgal.”

Saul claimed obedience

1 Samuel 15:13 (ESV)
And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to the LORD. |
have performed the commandment of the LORD.”

Saul justified his disobedience

1 Samuel 15:14-15 (ESV)

And Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the
lowing of the oxen that | hear?” Saul said, “They have brought them from the
Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to
sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction.”



Saul blamed his disobedience on others

1 Samuel 15:20-21 (ESV)

And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the LORD. | have gone on the
mission on which the LORD sent me. | have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and |
have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. But the people took of the spoil,
sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the
LORD your God in Gilgal.”

1 Samuel 15:24 (ESV)
Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for | have transgressed the commandment of
the LORD and your words, because | feared the people and obeyed their voice.

Saul clung to his reputation rather than to cry out for salvation

1 Samuel 15:30 (ESV)
Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people
and before Israel, and return with me, that | may bow before the LORD your God.”

Good News Gained From The Tragic Example Of Saul’s Disobedience

1 Samuel 15:22-23 (ESV)

And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to listen than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the
LORD, he has also rejected you from being king.”

To Obey (Shema) Is Better Than Sacrifice

Deuteronomy 6:4-6 (ESV)

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these
words that | command you today shall be on your heart.

Proverbs 21:2-3 (ESV)



Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the heart. To do
righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

5 Gospel Truths Our Hearts Need To Hear Today

Since we cannot be saved by our reputation, we are freed from the unceasing and
exhausting burden of image curation

John 5:44 (ESV)
How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek
the glory that comes from the only God?

John 12:42-43 (ESV)

Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the
synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory
that comes from God.

Salvation is not simply a result of Christ’s sacrifice, but of His obedience

Philippians 2:6-8 (ESV)

...who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Since obedience is what matters most to God, we are hopeless in and of
ourselves, but completely secure in Christ

Romans 5:18-19 (ESV)

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the
many will be made righteous.

Christ’s obedience on our behalf liberates us to obey from the heart



Romans 6:16-18 (ESV)

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who
were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness.

The sound in God’s ears is not the bleating of a lamb exposing our disobedience, it
is the voice of Jesus proclaiming His obedience on our behalf

Hebrews 9:24-26 (ESV)

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on
our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the
holy places every year with blood not his own, for then he would have had to
suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared
once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Mark 12:28-34 (ESV)

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most
important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength, The
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right,
Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And
to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the
strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to
ask him any more questions.



