
A Heart To Fight For Your Brothers 
 
1 Samuel 17:12-28 (ESV) 
Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who 
had eight sons. In the days of Saul the man was already old and advanced in years. 
The three oldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul to the battle. And the names of 
his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him 
Abinadab, and the third Shammah. David was the youngest. The three eldest 
followed Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father’s sheep 
at Bethlehem. For forty days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, 
morning and evening. And Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your brothers an 
ephah of this parched grain, and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the 
camp to your brothers. Also take these ten cheeses to the commander of their 
thousand. See if your brothers are well, and bring some token from them.” Now 
Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines. And David rose early in the morning and left the sheep with a keeper 
and took the provisions and went, as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to 
the encampment as the host was going out to the battle line, shouting the war 
cry. And Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. And David 
left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage and ran to the ranks and 
went and greeted his brothers. As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the 
Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines and 
spoke the same words as before. And David heard him. All the men of Israel, when 
they saw the man, fled from him and were much afraid. And the men of Israel 
said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy 
Israel. And the king will enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will 
give him his daughter and make his father’s house free in Israel.” And David said to 
the men who stood by him, “What shall be done for the man who kills this 
Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?” And the people 
answered him in the same way, “So shall it be done to the man who kills him.” 
Now Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men. And Eliab’s anger 
was kindled against David, and he said, “Why have you come down? And with 
whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your presumption 
and the evil of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” 
 
“See if your brothers are well” 



 
2 Corinthians 12:20 (ESV) 
For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may 
find me not as you wish – that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, 
hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. 
 
Rejected 
 
1 Samuel 16:6-7a (ESV) 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 
before him.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. 
 
Fearful 
 
1 Samuel 17:24 (ESV) 
All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were much 
afraid. 
 
Passive 
 
1 Samuel 17:16 (ESV) 
For forty days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning and 
evening. 
 
Angry 
 
1 Samuel 17:28b (ESV) 
“Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the 
wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, for you have 
come down to see the battle.” 
 
David’s response to his brothers’ broken condition 
 
1 Samuel 17:32-37 (ESV) 
And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him. Your servant will 
go and fight with this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go 



against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth, and he has been a 
man of war from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep 
sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from 
the flock, I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if 
he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. Your 
servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine 
shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” And 
David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the 
paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to 
David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” 
 
Why was David willing to fight for his brothers? 
 
David was confident in his calling 
 
Calling is the countermeasure to rejection 
 
Romans 1:6 (ESV) 
…you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,... 
 
Revelation 17:14 (ESV) 
They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord 
of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:24 (ESV) 
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 
David was confident in his experience 
 
Experience is the countermeasure to fear 
 
Psalm 54:4, 7 (ESV) 
Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life. …For he has 
delivered me from every trouble, and my eye has looked in triumph on my 
enemies. 
 
John 10:27-28 (ESV) 



My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 
 
David was confident in the cause 
 
A noble cause is the countermeasure to passivity 
 
Psalm 45:3-5 (ESV) 
Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one, in your splendor and majesty! In 
your majesty ride out victoriously for the cause of truth and meekness and 
righteousness; let your right hand teach you awesome deeds! Your arrows are 
sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies; the peoples fall under you. 
 
David was confident in the presence of the LORD 
 
God’s presence is the countermeasure to anger 
 
Psalm 37:7-9 (ESV) 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one 
who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices! Refrain from 
anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. For the evildoers 
shall be cut off, but those who waitfor the LORD shall inherit the land. 
 
Jesus, unashamed of His weak and fearful brothers, faced a more terrifying enemy 
than David did, so that they could be set free from the slavery of rejection, fear, 
passivity and anger. 
 
Hebrews 2:10-15 (ESV) 
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many 
sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 
That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your 
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” And 
again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has 
given me.” Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 



who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 


