
A Heart To Ransom 
 
1 Samuel 14:24-27, 36-45 (ESV) 
And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath on 
the people, saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I am 
avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people had tasted food. Now when all 
the people came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the ground. And when 
the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no one put 
his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. But Jonathan had not heard 
his father charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the staff that 
was in his hand and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his mouth, 
and his eyes became bright. …Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines 
by night and plunder them until the morning light; let us not leave a man of 
them.” And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” But the priest said, “Let 
us draw near to God here.” And Saul inquired of God, “Shall I go down after the 
Philistines? Will you give them into the hand of Israel?” But he did not answer him 
that day. And Saul said, “Come here, all you leaders of the people, and know and 
see how this sin has arisen today. For as the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it 
be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” But there was not a man among the 
people who answered him. Then he said to all Israel, “You shall be on one side, 
and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.” And the people said to Saul, 
“Do what seems good to you.” Therefore Saul said, O LORD God of Israel, why 
have you not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan 
my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, 
give Thummim.” And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. Then 
Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan.” And Jonathan was 
taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan 
told him, “I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here 
I am; I will die.” And Saul said, “God do so to me and more also; you shall surely 
die, Jonathan.” Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has worked 
this great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one 
hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So the 
people ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die. 
 
Saul Struggles With Spiritual Pride 
 



Spiritual pride not only endangers you, but it also poses a significant risk to those 
closest to you 
 
Ecclesiasts 5:1-7 (ESV) 
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 
better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 
evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words 
be few. For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many 
words. When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure 
in fools. Pay what you vow. It is better that you should not vow than that you 
should vow and not pay. Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say 
before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your 
voice and destroy the work of your hands? For when dreams increase and words 
grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear. 
 
How do we get ourselves out of the mess made by spiritual pride? 
 
“So the people ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die.” 
 
Definition of Ransom: 
Noun: a consideration paid or demanded for the release of someone or 
something from captivity 
 
Verb: to deliver, especially from sin or its penalty. To free from captivity or 
punishment by paying a price 
 
Paddah: ransomed, rescued, redeemed, delivered 
 
The Bible describes God ransoming us from… 

• All our troubles – Psalm 25:22 
• Our foes – Psalm 78:42 
• Oppression – Psalm 119:134 
• All our iniquities – Psalm 130:8 
• The wicked and the violent – Jeremiah 15:21 
• The house of slavery – Micah 6:4 

 



Jeremiah 31:11 (ESV) 
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong 
for him. 
 
A ransom suggests the rescuer values the person being redeemed as of greater 
worth than that given to secure their deliverance 
 
Psalm 49:5-9 (ESV) 
Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the iniquity of those who cheat me 
surrounds me, those who trust in their wealth and boast of the abundance of 
their riches? Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, 
for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice, that he should live on 
forever and never see the pit. 
 
God’s willingness to pay the ransom for your life is based on the greatness of His 
love 
 
Deuteronomy 7:8 (ESV) 
…but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to 
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
 
Psalm 44:26 (ESV) 
Rise up; come to our help! Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! 
 
God’s love inspired Him to pay the highest price possible for you 
 
Mark 10:45 (ESV) 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 (ESV) 
…knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
 
God paid a big price because God has a big purpose for you 



 
Titus 2:11-14 (ESV) 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, 
and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works. 
 
When we consider the price that was paid, and the people who were purchased, 
and the purpose for which they were redeemed, all spiritual pride will disappear 
 
Revelation 5:9-10 (ESV) 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a 
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 


