
A Heart Called To Ac�on 
 
1 Samuel 11:1-7 (ESV) 
Then Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh-gilead, and all the men 
of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you.” But 
Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “On this condi�on I will make a treaty with 
you, that I gouge out all your right eyes, and thus bring disgrace on all Israel.” The 
elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days’ respite that we may send 
messengers through all the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to save us, 
we will give ourselves up to you.” When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, 
they reported the mater in the ears of the people, and all the people wept aloud. 
Now, behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen. And Saul said, 
“What is wrong with the people, that they are weeping?” So they told him the 
news of the men of Jabesh. And the Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he 
heard these words, and his anger was greatly kindled. He took a yoke of oxen and 
cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hand 
of messengers, saying, “Whoever does not come out a�er Saul and Samuel, so 
shall it be done to his oxen!” Then the dread of the LORD fell upon the people, 
and they came out as one man. 
 
Nahash – Serpent 
 
The Serpent In The Garden 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 (ESV) 
Now the serpent was more cra�y than any other beast of the field that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 
 
The Serpent In Heaven 
 
Revela�on 12:7-9 (ESV) 



Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels figh�ng against the dragon. And 
the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world – he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 
 
The Serpent In The Church 
 
2 Corinthians 11:2-4 (ESV) 
For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to 
present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived 
Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure 
devo�on to Christ. For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the 
one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, 
or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it 
readily enough. 
 
The Serpent Is Always Hun�ng The Isolated 
 
1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
 
Proverbs 18:1 (ESV) 
Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound 
judgment. 
 
The Serpent Uses Physical Mu�la�on To Secure Spiritual Subjuga�on 
 
1 Kings 18:28 (ESV) 
And they cried aloud and cut themselves a�er their custom with swords and 
lances, un�l the blood gushed out upon them. 
 
Mark 5:3-5 (ESV) 
He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain, for he had o�en been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched 



the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to 
subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always 
crying out and cu�ng himself with stones. 
 
2 Kings 20:18 (ESV) 
And some of your own sons, who shall be born to you, shall be taken away, and 
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
 
Philippians 3:2 (ESV) 
Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mu�late 
the flesh. 
 
We are called to ac�on by the dread of the Lord 
 
Job 13:11 (ESV) 
Will not his majesty terrify you, and the dread of him fall upon you? 
 
What Type Of Ac�on Are We Called To? 
 
We Must Be A Home For The Lonely And Vulnerable 
 
Psalm 68:5-6 (NIV) 
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God 
sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the 
rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 
 
We Must Honor Our Neighbors’ Bodies As Our Own 
 
Ephesians 5:28-30 (ESV) 
In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his 
body. 
 
We Must Fiercely Combat Our Own Lus�ul Hearts And Eyes 
 
Mathew 5:27-30 (ESV) 



You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lus�ul intent has already commited 
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. For it is beter that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. For it is beter that you lose one of your members than that 
your whole body go into hell. 
 
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV) 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for 
the Father is not in them. For everything in the world – the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – comes not from the Father but from the 
world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 
forever. 
 
We Must Be Humble, Pure, And Generous With Touch 
 
2 Corinthians 13:11-12 (ESV) 
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restora�on, comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 
 
We Can Take Ac�on Because Jesus Suffered The Horrors Of The Cross To Crush The 
Head Of The Serpent 
 
Genesis 3:15 (NIV) 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. 
 
Revela�on 12:10-12 (ESV) 
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salva�on and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser 
of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 
our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word 
of their tes�mony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, 
rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 



for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his 
�me is short!” 


