
A Heart That Waits On God 
 
1 Samuel 13:8-14 (ESV) 
He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to 
Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. So Saul said, “Bring the burnt 
offering here to me, and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 
As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And 
Saul went out to meet him and greet him. Samuel said, “What have you done?” 
And Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you 
did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at 
Michmash, I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I 
have not sought the favor of the LORD.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt 
offering.” And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the 
command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the 
LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. But now your 
kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, 
and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you 
have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 
 
1 Samuel 10:8 (ESV) 
Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer 
burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, until I 
come to you and show you what you shall do. 
 
5 Common Justifications For Disobeying The Command To Wait 
 
1. People 
“The people were scattering” 
 
2. Punctuality 
“You were late” 
 
3. Problems 
“The enemy was advancing” 
 
4. Piety 
“I need the favor of the LORD” 



 
5. Panic 
“I forced myself” 
 
We know that we are waiting wrong when we make excuses 
 
Two Kinds Of Waiting 
 
Genesis 8:8-12 (ESV) 
Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the 
face of the ground. But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned 
to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he 
put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. He waited 
(chuwl) another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. And 
the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly 
plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 
Then he waited (yachal) another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did 
not return to him anymore. 
 
Chuwl = anguish, twist, writhe, wait anxiously 
 
Yachal = hope, tarry, look for, wait expectantly 
 
Failing to wait on the LORD is foolishness because God does great things inside of 
us as we wait for Him 
 
Waiting on God teaches us to trust God’s timing 
 
Proverbs 20:22 (ESV) 
Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you. 
 
Waiting on God grows our character 
 
Luke 12:35-38 (ESV) 
Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are 
waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 



servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 
serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them 
awake, blessed are those servants! 
 
Waiting on God gives us more time to pray 
 
James 5:7-8 (ESV) 
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is at hand. 
 
James 5:17-18 (ESV) 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he 
prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 
 
Waiting on God leads to more repentance 
 
2 Peter 3:8-9 (ESV) 
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
 
Waiting on God gives us a better understanding of what it is we are waiting for 
 
2 Peter 3:13-15a (ESV) 
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, 
be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. And count 
the patience of our Lord as salvation,… 
 
Psalm 27:13-14 (ESV) 
I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! 
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 



 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (ESV) 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 


