A Heart Touched By God

1 Samuel 10:17-27 (ESV)

Now Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah. And he said to the
people of Israel, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘| brought up Israel out of
Egypt, and | delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all
the kingdoms that were oppressing you.” But today you have rejected your God,
who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to
him, ‘Set a king over us.” Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by
your tribes and by your thousands.” Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel
near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. He brought the tribe of Benjamin
near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was taken by lot; and Saul the son of
Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he could not be found. So they
inquired again of the LORD, “Is there a man still to come?” and the LORD said,
“Behold, he has hidden himself among the baggage.” Then they ran and took him
from there. And when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the
people from his shoulders upward. And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see
him whom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all the people.”
And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!” Then Samuel told the people the
rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them in a book and laid it up
before the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his home.
Saul also went to his home at Gibeah, and with him went men of valor whose
hearts God had touched. But some worthless fellows said, “How can this man save
us?” And they despised him and brought him no present. But he held his peace.

Proverbs 29:2 (MSG)

When good people run things, everyone is glad, but when the ruler is bad,
everyone groans.

Saul was always a bad choice to be king, because Saul was the king Israel deserved
Insecure

Impetuous

Irresponsible

“When God wants to judge a nation, He gives them wicked rulers.” —John Calvin



Hosea 8:3-4, 7 (ESV)

Israel has spurned the good; the enemy shall pursue him. They made kings, but
not through me. They set up princes, but | knew it not. With their silver and gold
they made idols from their own destruction. ...For they sow the wind, and they
shall reap the whirlwind. The standing grain has no heads; it shall yield no flour; if
it were to yield, strangers would devour it.

Proverbs 19:3 (ESV)
When a man’s folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the LORD.

How can we maintain our Christian faith while also suffering the consequences of
a society that has rejected truth?

Jeremiah 29:5-7 (NIV)

Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry
and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number
there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which |
have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too
will prosper.

We need hearts that have been touched by God

Daniel 10:10 (ESV)

And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.
A heart touched by God understands that God works through authorities (even
wicked ones)

Romans 13:1-7 (ESV)

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one



must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them:
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

A heart touched by God knows that we owe everyone love (even bad people)

Romans 13:8-11 (ESV)

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is fulfilling of the law.
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.

A heart touched by God understands the power of prayer

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (ESV)

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

A heart touched by God knows that salvation is from the LORD

Psalm 146:3-5 (ESV)

Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When
his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.
Blessed is he whose help in the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God.
Our hearts can be touched by God because Jesus was touched on our behalf

Isaiah 53:4-6 (ESV)
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions;



he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned — every one — to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.



