
A Heart Turned By The Prophetic Word 
 
1 Samuel 10:1-12 (ESV) 
Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, 
“Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall 
reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their 
surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed 
you to be prince over his heritage. When you depart from me today, you will meet 
two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say 
to you, ‘The donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your father has 
ceased to care about the donkeys and is anxious about you, saying, “What shall I 
do about my son?” Then you shall go on from there farther and come to the oak 
of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one carrying 
three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a 
skin of wine. And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you 
shall accept from their hand. After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim, where 
there is a garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come to the city, 
you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with harp, 
tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying. Then the Spirit of the LORD 
will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another 
man. Now when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, for God is 
with you. Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to 
you to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall 
wait, until I come to you and show you what you shall do.” When he turned his 
back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all these signs came to 
pass that day. When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, 
and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. And 
when all who knew him previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the 
people said to one another. “What has come over the son of Kish? Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” And a man of the place answered, “And who is their 
father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 
 
The Power Of The Prophetic Word To Turn Hearts 
 
Haphak = change, turn, overthrow 
 
Jonah 3:1-5 (ESV) 



Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So 
Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They 
called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of 
them. 
 
What is prophecy? 
 
Prophecy refers to a message that is inspired by a source outside of the speaker. 
 
“Telling something God has spontaneously brought to mind.” – Wayne Grudem 
 
Matthew 10:19-20 (ESV) 
When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you 
are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you 
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 
 
How can we know that the word brought to mind is God’s word? 
 
1. The Confirmation of Purpose 
 
Is the church built up, encouraged and consoled by the word? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:1-4 (ESV) 
Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may 
prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no 
one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. On the other hand, the 
one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement 
and consolation. The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one 
who prophesies builds up the church. 
 
2. The Confirmation of Scripture 
 
Does the word harmonize with the Scripture? 



 
2 Peter 1:19-21 (ESV) 
And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well 
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 14:26 (ESV) 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
 
3. The Confirmation of Church Authority 
 
Is the word delivered in an orderly fashion? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:26-32 (ESV) 
What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a 
revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. If 
any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, 
and let someone interpret. But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them 
keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to another 
sitting there, let the first be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all 
may learn and all be encouraged, and the spirits of prophets are subject to 
prophets. 
 
I want all of you to prophecy 
 
1 Corinthians 14:5 (ESV) 
Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who 
prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone 
interprets, so that the church may be built up. 
 
4. The Confirmation of Salvation 
 



Is the word used by God to turn hearts towards saving faith in Jesus Christ? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:23-25 (ESV) 
If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and 
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 
But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he 
is called to account by all, the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on 
his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among you. 


