A Heart After The Image Of God

1 Samuel 6:6 (ESV)

Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their
hearts? After he had dealt severely with them, did they not send the people away,
and they departed?

God is gracious to us by being hard on our idols

1 Samuel 5:1-4 (ESV)

When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer to
Ashdod. Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of
Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. And when the people of Ashdod rose early the
next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark
of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. But when they
rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the
ground before the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands
were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him.

The Critical Importance of First 2 Commandments

Exodus 20:1-6 (ESV)

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other
gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

Idolatry Always Hardens Our Hearts
1 Samuel 6:4-6 (ESV)

And they said, “What is the guilt offering that we shall return to him?” They
answered, “Five golden tumors and five golden mice, according to the number of



the lords of the Philistines, for the same plague was on all of you and on your
lords. So you must make images of your tumors and images of your mice that
ravage the land, and give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his
hand from off you and your gods and your land. Why should you harden your
hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? After he had dealt
severely with them, did they not send the people away, and they departed?

Idolatry Hardens Our Hearts By Distorting The Image Of God
Idols Depict God As A Leech

Psalm 106:35-38 (ESV)

...but they mixed with the nations and learned to do as they did. They served their
idols, which became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to the demons; they poured out innocent blood, the blood of their sons
and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the land was
polluted with blood.

Idols Depict God As Little

Psalm 96:3-5 (ESV)

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the
heavens.

Idols Depict God As Lifeless

Psalm 135:15-18 (ESV)

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have
mouths, but do not speak; they have eyes, but do not see; they have ears, but do
not hear, nor is there any breath in their mouths. Those who make them become
like them, so do all who trust in them!

Habakkuk 2:18-20 (ESV)
What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of
lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols!



Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this
teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it.
But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”

Instead Of Idols, God Gave Us Each Other

Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.

Romans 8:28-29 (ESV)

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers.

Instead Of Idols, God Promises We Will See Him

Psalm 17:15 (ESV)
As for me, | shall behold your face in righteousness; when | awake, | shall be
satisfied with your kindness.

Instead Of Idols, God Gave Us New Hearts

Ezekiel 36:25-27 (ESV)

| will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. And | will give you a new
heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

Instead Of Idols, God Gave Us Jesus

Colossians 1:15-16 (ESV)



He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were created through

him and for him.



