
A Heart After The King Of Kings 
 
1 Samuel 8:1-9 (ESV) 
When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. The name of his 
firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in 
Beersheba. Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They 
took bribes and perverted justice. Then all the elders of Israel gathered together 
and came to Samuel at Ramah and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your 
sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the 
nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge 
us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the 
voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. According to all the deeds that 
they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, 
forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. Now then, 
obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of 
the king who shall reign over them.” 
 
2 Truths About People And Kings 
 
People Never Stop Wanting A King 
 
1 Samuel 8:19-20 (ESV) 
But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there 
shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king 
may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 
 
People Are Terrible At Choosing Kings 
 
John 19:13-15 (ESV) 
So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 
Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He 
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests 
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
 



God Promised A Better King Than Any That We Could Have Ever Chosen For 
Ourselves 
 
Acts 13:20-23 (ESV) 
All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the 
prophet. Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a 
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. And when he had removed him, he 
raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in 
David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ Of this man’s 
offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 
 
Acts 13:22 (MSG) 
I have searched the land and found this David, son of Jesse. He’s a man whose 
heart beats to my heart. 
 
Easter is the celebration of the King with the heartbeat of God 
 
Jesus Is The Guiltless King Who Died For Guilty People 
 
John 19:1-4 (ESV) 
Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown 
of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up 
to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate 
went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may 
know that I find no guilt in him.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:15-17 (ESV) 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the 
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
Jesus Is The Resurrected King Who Reigns Over Death 
 
Luke 24:1-7 (ESV) 



But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 
spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 
day rise.” 
 
Revelation 1:17-18 (NIV) 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on 
me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death 
and Hades. 
 
Jesus Is The Glorious King Who Will Come Again To Make All Things Right 
 
1 Timothy 6:13-16 (ESV) 
I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to 
keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time – he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or 
can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen 
 
Revelation 19:11-16 (ESV) 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes 
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name 
written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, 
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From 
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will 
rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath 



of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 


