
A Heart After The Glory Of God 
 
1 Samuel 4:12-22 (ESV) 
A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, with 
his clothes torn and with dirt on his head. When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his 
seat by the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when 
the man came into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. When Eli 
heard the sound of the outcry, he said, “What is this uproar?” Then the man 
hurried and came and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes 
were set so that he could not see. And the man said to Eli, “I am he who has come 
from the battle; I fled from the battle today.” And he said, “How did it go, my 
son?” He who brought the news answered and said, “Israel has fled before the 
Philistines, and there has also been great defeat among the people. Your two sons 
also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” As 
soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over backward from his seat by the 
side of the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and 
heavy. He had judged Israel forty years. Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of 
Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth. And when she heard the news that 
the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were 
dead, she bowed and gave birth, for her pains came upon her. And about the time 
of her death the women attending her said to her, “Do not be afraid, for you have 
borne a son.” But she did not answer or pay attention. And she named the child 
Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had 
been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. And she said, 
“The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 
 
What Was The Ark Of The Covenant? 
 
Exodus 25:10-11 (ESV) 
“They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a 
cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. You shall overlay it 
with pure gold, inside and outside shall overlay it, and you shall make on it a 
molding of gold around it. 
 
Exodus 25:21 (NIV) 
Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant 
law that I will give you. 



 
The Allure Of The Ark 
 
Meeting With God 
 
Exodus 25:22 (ESV) 
There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I 
will give you in commandment for the people of Israel. 
 
Communication From God 
 
Numbers 7:89 (ESV) 
And when Moses went into the tent of meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard 
the voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the 
testimony, from between the two cherubim; and it spoke to him. 
 
Direction From God 
 
Joshua 3:2-3 (ESV) 
At the end of three days the officers went through the camp and commanded the 
people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being 
carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow 
it. 
 
Victory From God 
 
Numbers 10:35-36 (ESV) 
And whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Arise, O LORD, and let your enemies 
be scattered, and let those who hate you flee before you.” And when it rested, he 
said, “Return, O LORD, to the ten thousand thousands of Israel.” 
 
The Ark was captured, and the battle lost, because the Israelites believed in a box 
more than they believed in the God of glory 
 
You cannot put the glory of God in a box 
 



Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV) 
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. 
 
Matthew 17:4-5 (ESV) 
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make 
three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still 
speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
 
God’s Glory In The Word Made Flesh 
 
John 1:14-18 (ESV) 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) And from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known. 
 
God’s Glory In The Church 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 (ESV) 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen 
 
God’s Glory In Our Hearts 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (ESV) 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In 
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out 



of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 


