A Heart After Hearing God

1 Samuel 3:1-11 (ESV)

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the
word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. At that
time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel
was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the
LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here | am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here | am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay
down. And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli
and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “l did not call, my son; lie
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD
had not yet been revealed to him. And the LORD called Samuel again the third
time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then
Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go,
lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.”
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came and stood, calling
as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant
hears.” Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, | am about to do a thing in Israel
at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.

1 Samuel 1:20 (ESV)
And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the LORD.”

Samuel —Shama (hear) El (God)
Does your heart really want to hear from God?

Genesis 3:8-11 (ESV)

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you



that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not
to eat?”

Exodus 20:18-19 (ESV)

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and
trembled, and they stood far off and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.”

Amos 8:11-12 (ESV)

“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when | will send a famine
on the land — not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the
words of the LORD. They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east;
they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the LORD, but they shall not find it.

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (ESV)

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.

“Speak, for your servant hears.”

Deuteronomy 6:4-7 (ESV)

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these
words that | command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.

We must learn to love hearing from God
Hearing From God Convinces Us
Psalm 62:11-12a (ESV)

Once God has spoken; twice have | heard this: that power belongs to God, and
that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.



Hearing From God Corrects Us

Hebrews 4:12-13 (ESV)

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden
from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must
give account.

2 Timothy 4:1-2 (ESV)

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching.

“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God
whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains:
it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” — C.S. Lewis

Hearing From God Connects Us

Psalm 86:11-12 (ESV)

Teach me your way, O LORD, that | may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear
your name. | give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and | will
glorify your name forever.

Hear from God by listening to Jesus

Hebrews 1:1-2 (ESV)

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

Matthew 17:5-8 (ESV)

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased;
listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were



terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And
when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



