A Heart After Giving To God

1 Samuel 1:21-28 (ESV)

The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly
sacrifice and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her
husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, | will bring him, so that he may appear
in the presence of the LORD and dwell there forever.” Elkanah her husband said to
her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the
LORD establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she
weaned him. And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along
with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought
him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. Then they
slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord!
As you live, my lord, | am the woman who was standing here in your presence,
praying to the LORD. For this child | prayed, and the LORD has granted me my
petition that | made to him. Therefore | have lent him to the LORD. As long as he
lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.

What would you do if you won the Lotto?

In the Bible there was no greater prize than the birth of a son
e |[saac
e Joseph
e Samuel
e Samson
e John

What happens to the parents of the miracle sons?
What happens to a heart that has given its greatest desires?

“If | find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical
explanation is that | was made for another world.” — C.S. Lewis

Hannah was not merely keeping her word by dedicating Samuel to the service of
the LORD, she was pursuing the deepest desires of her heart.



Once we have Jesus, all we want is to give back to Him
How can you give back to the God who has given you everything?

Acts 17:24-25 (ESV)

The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath
and everything.

God does not need anything from you

Psalm 50:9-12 (ESV)

| will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds. For every beast
of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. | know all the birds of the hills,
and all that moves in the field is mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell you, for
the world and its fullness are mine.

God wants all of you

Mark 8:34-37 (ESV)

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?

Casting Crowns

Revelation 4:4, 9-11 (ESV)

Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their
heads... And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders
fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives
forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are



you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

The Crown Of Your Body

Romans 12:1 (ESV)
| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Romans 12:4-5 (ESV)

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.

The Crown Of Your Bank Account

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV)

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (MSG)

Now, friends, | want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which God is
working in the churches in Macedonia province. Fierce troubles came down on
the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed
their true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately poor. The
pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and
generous gifts. | was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever
they could — far more than they could afford! — pleading for the privilege of
helping out the relief of poor Christians. This was totally spontaneous, entirely
their own idea, and caught us completely off guard. What explains it was that they
had first given themselves unreservedly to God and to us. The other giving simply
flowed out of the purpose of God working in their lives.

The Crown Of Your Obedience



Acts 5:27-32 (ESV)

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high
priest questioned them, saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to
bring this man’s blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must
obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed
by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior,
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain that which he cannot lose.”
—Jim Elliott

Hebrews 10:5-14 (ESV)

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and
sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do
your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.” When he said
above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law),
then he added, “Behold, | have come to do your will.” He does away with the first
in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands daily
at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be
made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time
those who are being sanctified.



