The Glory of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-13 (ESV)

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And
they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabians — we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of
God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

What is Pentecost?
The Festival of Weeks
The 50" day after Passover

A celebration of the harvest.

Exodus 23:16 (ESV)

You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow
in the field. You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when
you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor.

A reminder of others.

Leviticus 23:22 (ESV)

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up
to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave
them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the LORD your God.”



A hint that this is just the beginning.

Numbers 28:26 (ESV)

On the day of the firstfruits, when you offer a grain offering of new grain to the
LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do
any ordinary work.

The first Pentecost under the new covenant brought the filling and the fire that
had marked the previous glory of the tent and now gives it to the individual
members of the Church.

The Filling

Exodus 40:34-35 (ESV)

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

The Fire

Deuteronomy 5:24 (ESV)

And you said, ‘Behold, the LORD our God has shown us his glory and greatness,
and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen
God speak with man, and man still live.

The Holy Spirit loves to communicate the glory of God.

For us to fulfill our mission to give good news and be great neighbors we must
have the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit in you will open your eyes to the harvest.

John 4:35-39 (ESV)

Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, | tell
you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the
one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower



and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and
another reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that town
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that | ever
did.”

The harvest represents those who are ready to hear the good news of Jesus
Christ.

The Holy Spirit in you will remind you of your obligation to live like a Christian.

Leviticus 19:9-18 (ESV)

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to
its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall
not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the LORD
your God. You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one
another. You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your
God: I am the LORD. You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of
a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. You shall not
curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your
God: | am the LORD. You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to
the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.
You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand
up against the life of your neighbor: | am the LORD. You shall not hate your
brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you
incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against
the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am
the LORD.

Every outcry for justice is a desire for a world where people love their neighbor as
themselves.

The Holy Spirit in you promises that greater things are in store.

Ephesians 1:11-14 (ESV)



In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

It is truly remarkable what you can endure when you have tasted the glory that
awaits you.

Romans 8:18-23 (ESV)

For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.



