
From Grumbling To Glory 
 
Exodus 16:1-12 (ESV) 
They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to 
the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. And the whole 
congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the 
hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate 
bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain 
bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion 
every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. On the 
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 
gather daily.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you 
shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in 
the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 
grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” And 
Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the 
morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you 
grumble against him – what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against 
the LORD.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 
people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 
And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 
they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in 
the cloud. And the LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the people 
of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 
be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
 
The grossness of grumbling 
 
Grumbling distorts our perception of the past. 
 
Grumbling distorts our definition of freedom. 
 
Galatians 5:1 (ESV) 



For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again 
to a yoke of slavery. 
 
Grumbling distorts our delight in Godly leadership. 
 
Hebrews 13:17-18 (ESV) 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your 
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray to us, for we are 
sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. 
 
Grumbling distorts our desires for the future 
 
Jonah 4:6-9 (ESV) 
Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it 
might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was 
exceedingly glad because of the plant. But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. When the sun rose, 
God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better 
for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for 
the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” 
 
God’s glorious provision is a blessing and a test. 
 
The Meaning of Manna 
 
Deuteronomy 8:3 (ESV) 
And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does 
not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth 
of the LORD. 
 
Our perception of God’s provision will reveal what our hearts are really after. 
 
Proverbs 30:7-9 (ESV) 



Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: Remove far from me 
falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food 
that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or 
lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God. 
 
Stay humble 
Stay hungry 
 
Are you hungry to know Jesus today? 
 
John 6:41-50 (ESV) 
So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 
Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. No one can come to 
me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last 
day. It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone 
who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me – not that anyone has 
seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers 
ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 


