Hidden Glory

If God’s glory was shown in His destruction of the Egyptian army, what exactly was
Moses thinking when he asked God to show him His glory?

How can we both desire and fear the glory of God at the exact same time?

Exodus 33:18-23 (ESV)

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my
goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD’. And

| will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom | will
show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and
live” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on
the rock, and while my glory passes by | will put you in a cleft of the rock, and | will
cover you with my hand until | have passed by. Then | will take away my hand, and
you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

Though we are hardwired to desire glory, our consciences testify against us that
we are unworthy of glory. Therefore, we hide.

What are we hiding behind?
Hiding in the trees

Genesis 3:8-10 (ESV)

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.”

Hiding in the baggage

1 Samuel 10:21-22 (ESV)

He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites
was taken by lot; and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought
him, he could not be found. So they inquired again of the LORD, “Is there a man



still to come?” and the LORD said, “Behold, he has hidden himself among the
baggage.”

Hiding in the caves

Isaiah 2:19-21 (ESV)

And people shall enter the caves of the rocks and the holes of the ground, from
before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of his majesty, when he rises
to terrify the earth. In that day mankind will cast away their idols of silver and
their idols of gold, which they made for themselves to worship, to the moles and
to the bats, to enter the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs, from
before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of his majesty, when he rises
to terrify the earth.

Hiding under the rocks

Revelation 6:15-17 (ESV)

Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and
the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us
and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”

Hiding in death
Job 14:13 (ESV)
Oh that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath

be past, that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!

Deuteronomy 32:37 (ESV)
Then he will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which they took refuge?”

From hiding to hidden
“I'will put you in a cleft of the rock, and | will cover you with my hand.”

Nekawarah = a hewed out place



Isaiah 51:1 (ESV)
Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 (ESV)

For | will proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock,
his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without
iniquity, just and upright is he.

Matthew 21:42-44 (ESV)

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

The place we are hidden is the person of Jesus Christ

Colossians 3:3-10 (ESV)

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is
your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is
coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you
must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator.



