Time for Transformation

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

The world is constantly teaching, threatening, and tempting us to “get with the
plan”.

Behold Better

Daily habits to combat the world’s teaching.

Weekly routines to confront the world’s threats.

Special occasions to combat the world’s temptations.

What threats?

Devour

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV)

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

Kill

Matthew 10:28 (ESV)

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

Imprison

Revelation 2:8-11 (ESV)



And to the angel of the church of Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the
last, who died and came to life. | know your tribulation and your poverty (but you
are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are
a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten
days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and | will give you the crown
of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The
one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death’

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose”
—Jim Elliott

The threats of Satan are silenced when we are surrounded by the saints.

1 Peter 5:1-11 (ESV)

So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd
the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion,
but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of
you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the
God of grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

We gather to humbly acknowledge our lack of greatness.

We gather to be reminded we are a part of something greater.



Hebrews 12:1-3, 22-24 (ESV)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you
may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet
resisted to the point of shedding your blood. ...But you have come to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

We gather to worship.

We gather to hear the Gospel.



