Hope — The Promises of God

1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV)
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Faith, Hope, and Love
Why is love the greatest?
Jesus said so.

Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV)

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” And he said to him,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like
it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend
all the Law and the Prophets.”

Faith is confidence in what God has done
Hope is confidence in what God will do
We have hope because God keeps His promises

Let a man feed for a month on the promises of God, and he will not talk about his
poverty. If you would only go from Genesis to Revelation and see all the promises
made by God to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, to the Jews and the Gentiles, and to
all His people everywhere; if you would spend a month feeding on the precious
promises of God, you would not go about complaining about how poor you are,
but you would lift up your heads with confidence and proclaim the riches of His
Grace, because you could not help it. — Dwight Moody

Matthew 7:24-27 (ESV)

Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not



do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it
fell, and great was the fall of it.

3 Promises to Build a Life of Hope
1. You are an heir

Galatians 4:1-7 (ESV)

| mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he
is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date
set by his father. In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved
to the elementary principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir
through God.

Galatians 4:6-7 (MSG)

You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children because
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, “Papa! Father!” Doesn’t
that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it plain that you are not a
slave, but a child? And if you are a child, you’re also an heir, with complete access
to the inheritance.

1 Chronicles 29:11-13 (ESV)

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor
come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in
your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you,
our God, and praise your glorious name.

Romans 8:15-17 (MSG)
This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s
adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?”



God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who he
is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to
get what’s coming to us —an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly
what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we’re
certainly going to go through the good times with him!

2. You are not alone

Matthew 28:20 (ESV)
...teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you always, to the end of the age.

Psalm 145:18-19 (ESV)
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills
the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

3. God’s Grace

2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV)

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Ephesians 2:8 (ESV)
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God.

Romans 6:14 (ESV)
For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace.



Hebrews 4:16 (ESV)
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.



