
Repenting To The King Who Is Righteous 
 
A prayer of repentance 
 
Daniel 9:1-19 (ESV) 
In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans – in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the 
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of 
Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking 
him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed 
to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, we have sinned and done wrong and acted 
wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. We 
have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our 
kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. To you, O 
Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of 
Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and 
those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of 
the treachery that they have committed against you. To us, O LORD, belongs open 
shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against you. To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have 
rebelled against him and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by 
walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. All Israel 
has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the 
curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been 
poured out upon us, because we have sinned against him. He has confirmed his 
words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by bringing 
upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done 
anything like what has been done against Jerusalem As it is written in the Law of 
Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of 
the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 
Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for 
the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not 
obeyed his voice. And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the 
land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this 



day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. O Lord, according to all your 
righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, 
your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem 
and your people have become a byword among all who are around us. Now 
therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for 
mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your 
sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes 
and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not 
present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your 
great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay 
not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people are called by 
your name. 
 
May we see the reality of the wrath of God in order that we would repent. 
 
The active wrath of God 
 
God’s direct punishment of sin 
 
Numbers 16:29-30 (ESV) 
If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind, 
then the LORD has not sent me. But if the LORD creates something new, and the 
ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and 
they go down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised 
the LORD. 
 
The passive wrath of God 
 
God allows us to suffer the consequences of our sin 
 
Deuteronomy 28:15 (ESV) 
But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his 
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses 
shall come upon you and overtake you. 
 
Judges 2:14 (ESV) 



So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to 
plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their 
surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 
 
Psalm 81:11-12 (ESV) 
But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me. So I gave 
them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels. 
 
Romans 1:18, 24-25 (ESV) 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 
…Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
 
The active and the passive wrath of God are both true and both terrifying. 
 
Human beings have an uncanny knack for being able to live in terrifying realities. 
 
Revelation 9:20-21 (ESV) 
The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 
works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver 
and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they 
repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 
thefts. 
 
Repentance reorients our hearts to the heavenly home that God has prepared for 
us. 
 
Repentance believes the Bible 
 
Romans 15:4 (ESV) 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 
 



Repentance believes in God’s mercy 
 
Titus 3:4-5 (ESV) 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved 
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit. 
Repentance believes in God’s righteousness 
 
1 John 2:1-2 (ESV) 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
 
Repentance believes in God’s love 
 
Daniel 9:23a (ESV) 
At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell 
it to you, for you are greatly loved. 


