
Understanding The King Who Gives Visions 
 
What do you think you understand best? 
 
What are you actively trying to understand better? 
 
Daniel 8:15-19 (ESV) 
When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, there 
stood before me one having the appearance of a man. And I heard a man’s voice 
between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this man understand 
the vision.” So he came near where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened 
and fell on my face. But he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision 
is for the time of the end.” And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep 
with my face to the ground. But he touched me and made me stand up. He said, 
“Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the 
indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end. 
 
Daniel received a vision from God, but even after receiving angelic instruction 
about the vision he still did not understand it. 
 
Daniel 8:27 (ESV) 
And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went 
about the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand 
it. 
 
Which do you want to understand most: the where, the when, the why, the how 
or the who? 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV) 
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty 
man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who 
boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who 
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things 
I delight, declares the LORD.” 
 
The chief obstacle to us understanding God is our own sin. 
 



Isaiah 55:6-9 (ESV) 
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
To understand God, you have to love Him. 
 
Mark 12:29-34 (ESV) 
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater 
than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said 
that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the 
heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more 
questions. 
 
Sunesis – gathering together 
 
Matthew 11:25 (ESV) 
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them 
to little children. 
 
Dianoia – the mind as the faculty of understanding, feeling, desiring 
 
Love the King who puts His law into your mind. 
 
Hebrews 10:16 (ESV) 
This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds. 



 
Love the King who gives you grace. 
 
1 Peter 1:13 (ESV) 
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your 
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Love the King who gives you Jesus. 
 
1 John 5:20 (ESV) 
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
 
You do not have to have it all together to know Jesus. You just have to love Him. 


