Seeking The King Who Is Merciful

Daniel 2:1-6 (ESV)

In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams;
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. Then the king commanded that the
magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell
the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. And the king said
to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” Then the
Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic. “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the
dream, and we will show the interpretation.” The king answered and said to the
Chaldeans, “The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the
dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses
shall be laid in ruins. But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall
receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream
and its interpretation.”

Daniel 2:10-13 (ESV)

The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on earth who can
meet the king’s demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of
any magician or enchanter or Chaldean. The thing that the king asks is difficult,
and no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with
flesh.” Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that
all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. So the decree went out, and the wise
men were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill
them.

Manifestations of mercilessness
e Unreasonable
e Demanding
e Harsh
e |mpatient
e Furious anger

Daniel 2:17-18 (ESV)
Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, his companions, and told them to seek mercy from the God of



heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions might not be
destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

Seek Mercy from the King of kings
God has been merciful by giving us His law

Matthew 23:23 (ESV)

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:justice and mercy and
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.

James 2:8-13 (ESV)

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are
committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. For he who said,
“Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit
adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and
so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment is
without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

When we seek the King who is merciful we find that...
Our King is reasonable

Isaiah 1:18 (ESV)

Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall
become like wool.

Our King fulfills all that He demands
Romans 8:3 (ESV)

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the



flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Our King is gentle

Matthew 11:29-30 (ESV)
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Our King is patient

2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.

Our King is kind

Titus 3:3-7 (ESV)

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and
hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

Daniel 2:19-23 (ESV)

Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of
God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might. He changes times and
seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to those who have understanding; he reveals deep and hidden things;
he knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him. To you, O God of
my fathers, | give thanks and praise, for you have given me wisdom and might, and



have now made known to me what we asked of you, for you have made known to
us the king’s matter.”



