Honoring the King who Rules

Daniel 4:1-3 (ESV)

King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the
earth: Peace be multiplied to you! It has seemed good to me to show the signs
and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. How great are his signs,
how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion
endures from generation to generation.

What could cause such a wicked king to have such a beautiful understanding of
the sovereignty of God?

God’s Gracious Disgracing

Daniel 4:24-33 (ESV)

...this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come
upon my lord the king, that you shall be driven from among men, and your
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an
ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall
pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and
gives it to whom he will. And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the
roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you
know that Heaven rules. Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you:
break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing
mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your
prosperity.” All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months
he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, and the king answered
and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which | have built by my mighty power as a
royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” While the words were still in the
king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven from among
men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be
made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until
you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he
will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven
from among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of



heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers, and his nails were like birds’
claws.

Honor = Kabad — to make heavy, weighty, hard or glorious
We must not treat the rule and reign of the King of kings lightly.

1 Peter 3:15a (ESV)
...but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

What does God have to do to you to get you to honor His rule and reign?

James 4:6-10 (ESV)

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV)

“This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”

Honor the King of kings by submitting to Him
“Your Kingdom come, your will be done.”

Honor the King of kings by resisting the devil
“Lead us not into temptation.”

Honor the King of kings by drawing near to Him
“Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be your name.”

Honor the King of kings by washing your hands and your heart.
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”



The most sane thing that you can do is to praise, extol and honor Jesus Christ the
King of kings.

Daniel 4:34-37 (ESV)

At the end of the days, |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
reason returned to me, and | blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him
who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom
endures from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are
accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him,
“What have you done?” At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the
glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors
and my lords sought me, and | was established in my kingdom, and still more
greatness was added to me. Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor
the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who
walk in pride he is able to humble.



