The Point of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-13 (ESV)
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And
they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabians – we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of
God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
What is Pentecost?
Deuteronomy 16:9-12 (ESV)
You shall count seven weeks. Begin to count the seven weeks from the time the
sickle is first put to the standing grain. Then you shall keep the Feast of Weeks to
the LORD your God with the tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which
you shall give as the LORD your God blesses you. And you shall rejoice before the
LORD your God, you and your son and daughter, your male servant and your
female servant, the Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner, the fatherless,
and the widow who are among you, at the place that the LORD your God will
choose, to make his name dwell there. You shall remember that you were a slave
in Egypt; and you shall be careful to observe these statutes.
Pentecost is designed to cause us to remember and rejoice in the rescue of God.
Pentecost is especially important in emphasizing the essential role that all sorts of
people have in God’s Kingdom.
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The church is essential to you, and you are essential to the church.
A Spirit of Power
Acts 1:8 (ESV)
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.
Power to do what?
2 Timothy 1:7-9a (ESV)
…for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us
and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own
purpose and grace.
A Spirit of Prophecy
Acts 2:16-18 (ESV)
But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it shall
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those days I
will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.”
What is the point of prophecy?

1 Corinthians 14:1-4 (ESV)
Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may
prophecy. For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no
one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. On the other hand, the
one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement
and consolation. The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one
who prophesies builds up the church.
Does it build up?
Does it encourage?
Does it console?
A Spirit of Promise
Acts 2:37-39 (ESV)
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
What are we promised?
1 John 2:25 (ESV)
And this is the promise that he made to us – eternal life.
1 John 2:25 (MSG)
This is exactly what Christ promised: eternal life, real life!

