Love That Loses
1 Kings 3:16-28 (ESV)
Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. The one woman
said, “Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth to a
child while she was in the house. Then on the third day after I gave birth, this
woman also gave birth. And we were alone. There was no one else with us in the
house; only we two were in the house. And this woman’s son died in the night,
because she lay on him. And she arose at midnight and took my son from beside
me, while your servant slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at
my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was dead.
But when I looked at him closely in the morning, behold, he was not the child that
I had borne.” But the other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and the dead
child is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead child is yours, and the living child is
mine.” Thus they spoke before the king. Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is
my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; and the other says, ‘No; but your son is
dead, and my son is the living one.’” And the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So a
sword was brought before the king. And the king said, “Divide the living child in
two, and give half to the one and half to the other.” Then the woman whose son
was alive said to the king, because her heart yearned for her son. “Oh, my lord,
give her the living child, and by no means put him to death.” But the other said,
“He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him.” Then the king answered and
said, “Give the living child to the first woman, and by no means put him to death;
she is his mother.” And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had
rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the
wisdom of God was in him to do justice.
“I am only human.”
Image bearers of God who have been stained by sin are a people who are
desperate for justice, but who will settle for revenge.
We need the wisdom of God in us to do true justice.
Isaiah 1:16-18 (ESV)
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from
before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct

oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause. Come now,
let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like
wool.
The wisdom of God is the wisdom that is able to discern the true intentions of our
hearts.
Hebrews 4:12-13 (ESV)
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden
from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must
give account.
The wisdom of God is able to identify true love.
James 3:13-18 (ESV)
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his
works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the
wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile
practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
True love is a love that is willing to lose.
Romans 15:1-7 (ESV)
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build
him up. For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of
those who reproached you fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days
was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord

with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.

