Lift Up Your Eyes To See The Sovereign Creator Of The Stars

Isaiah 40:21-31 (ESV)

Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits
above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off
like stubble. To whom then will you compare me, that | should be like him? says
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who
brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his
might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing. Why do you say, O
Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is
disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or
grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and
to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be
weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run
and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

How do we keep going strong when we feel faint, weary and exhausted?

Look at the stars

“At the heart of the Christian worldview is the belief that the universe is a
coherent whole. Without that belief, modern science would be impossible... The
more deeply we probe into our world, the more inclined we are to look for an
overarching principle that holds it together.” — Gerald Bray

Galileo 1564-1642

Galileo’s true offense was not that he contradicted the Scriptures but that he
contradicted the Aristotelian philosophy of the day.



Galileo kept going because he believed in the providence of God.

“Whatever the course of our lives, we should receive them as the highest gift from
the hand of God, in which equally reposed the power to do nothing whatever for
us. Indeed, we should accept misfortune not only in thanks but in infinite
gratitude to Providence, which by such means detaches us from an excessive love
for Earthly things and elevates our minds to the celestial and divine.”

The 4 Essential parts of Providence as seen through the stars
Creation

Genesis 1:14-18 (ESV)

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the
day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night —and the stars. And God set them in
the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it
was good.

God created the stars

Preservation

Nehemiah 9:6 (ESV)

You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and
you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.

God created the stars to shine
Concurrence
Psalm 147:4 (ESV)

He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
How many stars are visible to the naked eye?



How many stars are in the Milky Way galaxy?

How many total stars are there?

Not only did God create the stars to shine, but God keeps the stars shining
Government

Psalm 8:3-4 (ESV)

When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son
of man that you care for him?

God created the stars to shine and keeps the stars shining so that we will keep
believing in Him through the darkest nights.

If you will trust in the God who created and keeps the stars shining you will
likewise shine.

Daniel 12:1-3 (ESV)

At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people.
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a
nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone
whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of
the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever
and ever.

Philippians 2:15 (ESV)

...that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world.

Philippians 2:12-15 (MSG)



What I’'m getting at friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you’ve
done from the beginning. When | was living among you, you lived in responsive
obedience. Now that I’'m separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your
efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God.
That energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and
working at what will give him the most pleasure. Do everything readily and
cheerfully — no bickering, no second-guessing allowed! Go out into the world
uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society. Provide
people with a glimpse of good living and of the living God. Carry the light-giving
Message into the night.

Joyce Lin — MAF Pilot



