Lift Up Your Eyes To See The Salvation That Is Forever

Isaiah 51:1-8 (ESV)

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one
when | called him, that | might bless him and multiply him. For the LORD comforts
Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her
desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song. Give attention to me, my people, and give ear
to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and | will set my justice for a light
to the peoples. My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my
arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they
wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the
heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who
dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my
righteousness will never be dismayed. Listen to me, you who know righteousness,
the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of man, nor be
dismayed at their revilings. For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the
worm will eat them like wool, but my righteousness will be forever, and my
salvation to all generations.

If we are going to endure a season of great difficulty we must have a Biblical view
of eternity in our minds and in our hearts.

Recency Bias
Hindsight Bias
Optimism Bias

Pessimism Bias

“The first principle is that you must not fool yourself and you are the easiest
person to fool.” — Richard P. Feynman

What will pass and what will last?

Psalm 90:8-12 (ESV)



You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an
end like a sigh. The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength
eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.
Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of
you? So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Sin and its destructive effects will pass, salvation and its hopeful promises will last.
The Bible is not simply about waiting, but about waiting well.

The key to waiting well is to make wise decisions about how we use the time we
have.

Ephesians 5:15 (ESV)
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil.

Redeem the time

“I have no idea precisely what this means. | do not know how the painting an
artist paints today in prayer and wisdom will find a place in God’s new world. |
don’t know what musical instruments we will have to play Bach, though I'm sure
Bach’s music will be there. | don’t know how my planting a tree today will relate to
the wonderful trees that will be in God’s recreated world. | don’t know how my
work for justice for the poor, for remission of global debts, will reappear in that
new world. But | know that God’s new world of justice and joy, of hope for the
whole earth, was launched when Jesus came out of the tomb on Easter morning: |
know he calls me and you to live in him and by the power of his spirit, and so to
be new-creation people here and now, giving birth to signs and symbols of the
kingdom of earth as in heaven. The resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Spirit
mean that we are called to bring forth real and effective signs of God’s renewed
creation even in the midst of the present age.” — N.T. Wright



4 Wise Time Redeemers
1. Listen

Luke 5:16 (ESV)
But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.

2. Pursue

What is righteous?
What is just?
What is good?

1 Timothy 6:11-12 (ESV)

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses.

3. Look

2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

4. Sing

Isaiah 51:11 (ESV)

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Ephesians 5:17-19 (ESV)

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and



making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to
one another out of reverence for Christ.

2 Peter 3:8-13 (ESV)

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved,
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.

1 Corinthians 15:54-58 (ESV)

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.



