Lift Up Your Eyes To See Jesus Lifted Up

John 3:16 (ESV)
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:13-15 (ESV)

No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

Why does our Savior point us

to a serpent?

Numbers 21:4-9 (ESV)

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless
food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray
to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,
and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the
bronze serpent and live.

Why did it have to be snakes?
The serpent in the garden.

Genesis 3:1-5 (ESV)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” But



the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”

The serpent is effective by appealing to our eyes.

Satan’s mission is to kill, steal, and destroy and he accomplishes this mission by
causing our eyes to look away from Jesus.

The serpent in the staff.

Exodus 4:1-5 (ESV)

Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice,
for they will say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.”” The LORD said to him, “What
is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So
he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. But
the LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail” — so he put
out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand — “that they may
believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

Psalm 76:10 (NLT)
Human defiance only enhances your glory, for you use it as a weapon.

Genesis 50:20 (ESV)
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.

Isaiah 54:17 (ESV)

...no weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed, and you shall refute
every tongue that rises against you in judgment. This is the heritage of the
servants of the LORD and their vindication from me, declares the LORD.”

The purpose of the serpent is so that we may believe.

The serpent under foot



Genesis 3:14-15 (ESV)

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and
dust you shall eat all the days of your life. | will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

Psalm 91:13-16 (ESV)

You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will
trample underfoot. “Because he holds fast to me in love, | will deliver him; | will
protect him, because he knows my name. When he calls to me, | will answer him; |
will be with him in trouble; | will rescue him and honor him. With long life | will
satisfy him and show him my salvation.

Romans 16:20 (ESV)
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you.

The serpent in the lake of fire

Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10 (ESV)

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent,
who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him
into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the
nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be
released for a little while. ...And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be
released from his prison and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the
four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number
is like the sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down
from heavenand consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet
were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Hosea 6:1-3 (ESV)



“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has
struck us down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the
third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know; let us press
on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the
showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”

John 12:32 (ESV)
And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.



