Lift Up Your Eyes To See Enough

Genesis 33:1-9 (ESV)

And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four
hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and
the two female servants. And he put the servants with their children in front, then
Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on
before them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his
brother. But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and
kissed him, and they wept. And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women
and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom
God has graciously given your servant.” Then the servants drew near, they and
their children, and bowed down. Leah likewise and her children drew near and
bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau
said, “What do you mean by all this company that | met?” Jacob answered, “To
find favor in the sight of my lord.” But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep
what you have for yourself.”

What has separated you?

Genesis 27:41-45 (ESV)

Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed
him, and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are
approaching; then | will kill my brother Jacob.” But the words of Esau her older
son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said
to him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill
you. Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in
Haran and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury turns away — until your
brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him.
Then | will send and bring you from there. Why should | be bereft of you both in
one day?”

Proverbs 18:19 (ESV)
A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, and quarreling is like the

bars of a castle.

Restoration requires payment.



Hebrews 9:22 (ESV)
Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

Jacob understood what all of us instinctively realize, forgiveness costs something.
Jacob hoped his years of exile might be enough.

Jacob sought to defuse Esau's wrath with humiliation.

Jacob attempted to appease Esau’s anger with adulation.

Jacob tried to buy Esau’s forgiveness with wealth.

It turns out that Jacob did not need to do any of these things because something
else had happened in Esau’s life. Something that required no contribution from
Jacob whatsoever.

“I have enough.”

Restoration occurs when the offended party makes no more demands of the
offending individual.

Jesus is the true and better older brother.

Luke 15:20-32 (ESV)

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate. Now his older son was in the field, and as he came
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of
the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your



brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many
years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave
me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calf for him!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.

You can experience restoration in any relationship when you are able to see that
God is enough.

Jesus is enough.



