Lift Up Your Eyes To See Provision

Genesis 22:1-18 (ESV)

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here | am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which | shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the
place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey;
| and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.”
He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. When they came to the
place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood
in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
And he said, “Here | am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to
this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” And the angel of the
LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself | have
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld
your son, your only son, | will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Lift up your eyes to see the place.



Genesis 22:4 (ESV)
On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.
The Place represents what God is calling you to give up to follow Him.

Mark 10:17, 20-22 (ESV)

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” ...And he said to
him, “Teacher, all these | have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him,
loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions.

What is God calling you to give up?

Luke 9:57-62 (ESV)

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said
to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim
the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to
the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel is free but believing it will cost you everything.
Lift up your eyes to see the provision.

Genesis 22:13-14 (ESV)

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram,
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered
it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that
place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD
it shall be provided.”



God has promised infinitely greater rewards than everything He has commanded
you to give up.

Matthew 19:27-29 (ESV)

Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What
then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, in the new world,
when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands,
for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.
Everything that God has commanded, God has provided for through His one and
only son.

Romans 8:31-34 (ESV)

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died
— more than that, who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us.

Contrary to the popular expression, “God won’t give you more than you can
handle”, God absolutely gives you more than you can handle... and then He will
handle it for you.

Revelation 3:20-21 (ESV)

Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. The one who
conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as | also conquered and sat
down with my Father on his throne.



