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2 Samuel 19:16-30 (ESV) 
And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come 
down with the men of Judah to meet King David. And with him were a thousand 
men from Benjamin. And Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen 
sons and his twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan before the king, and 
they crossed the ford to bring over the king’s household and to do his pleasure. 
And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the 
Jordan, and said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty or remember how 
your servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. Do not let the 
king take it to heart. For your servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore, behold, 
I have come this day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my 
lord the king.” Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall not Shimei be put to 
death for this, because he cursed the LORD’s anointed?” But David said, “What 
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should this day be as an 
adversary to me? Shall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not 
know that I am this day king over Israel?” And the king said to Shimei, “You shall 
not die.” And the king gave him his oath. And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came 
down to meet the king. He had neither taken care of his feet nor trimmed his 
beard nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he 
came back in safety. And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the king 
said to him, “Why did you not go with me, Mephibosheth?” He answered, “My 



lord, O king, my servant deceived me,  for your servant said to him, ‘I will saddle a 
donkey for myself, that I may ride on it and go with the king,’ For your servant is 
lame. He has slandered your servant to my lord the king. But my lord the king is 
like the angel of God; do therefore what seems good to you. For all my father’s 
house were but men doomed to death before my lord the king, but you set your 
servant among those who eat at your table. What further right have I, then, to cry 
to the king?” And the king said to him, “Why speak any more of your affairs? I 
have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the land.” And Mephibosheth said to the 
king, “Oh, let him take it all, since my lord the king has come safely home.” 
We all must seek forgiveness from the king because none of us are worthy of the 
king. 
 
Three People: Three Approaches to Forgiveness 
 
Shimei: Plead for mercy 
 
Abishai: Point the finger 
 
Luke 18:9-14 (ESV) 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of 
all I get,’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 
Both of them were forgiven. 
 
King Jesus can forgive fully and freely because He knows where He sits. 
 
2 Samuel 19:22 (MSG) 
But David said, “What is it with you sons of Zeruiah? Why do you insist on being so 
contentious? Nobody is going to be killed today. I am again king over Israel!” 



 
The forgiveness of the King sets us free to respond like Mephibosheth. 
 
Trust The King To Resolve It. 
 
2 Samuel 19:27b (ESV) 
…do whatever seems good to you. 
 
Genesis 18:25 (ESV) 
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do what is just? 
 
Focus On The Victories Not The Victimhood 
 
2 Samuel 19:28 (ESV) 
For all my father’s house were but men doomed to death before my lord the king, 
but you set your servant among those who eat at your table. What further right 
have I, then, to cry to the king? 
 
Psalm 46:8-10 (ESV) 
Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the 
earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and 
shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know that I am 
God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 
 
Give Up Everything To Be With The King 
 
2 Samuel 19:29 (ESV) 
And the king said to him, “Why speak any more of your affairs? I have decided: 
you and Ziba shall divide the land.” And Mephibosheth said to the king, “Oh, let 
him take it all, since my lord the king has come safely home.” 
 
Ephesians 2:4-7 (ESV) 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – 
by grace you have been saved – and raised us up with him and seated us with him 



in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show 
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 


