The Days Of The King
The Virtue Of Prudence
Prudence definition: careful and sensible; marked by sound judgment; wise or
judicious in practical affairs; marked by wisdom or judiciousness
1 Samuel 25:2-27 (NIV)
A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He
had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in
Carmel. His name was Nabal and his wife’s name was Abigail. She was an
intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband was surly and mean in his
dealings – he was a Calebite. While David was in the wilderness, he heard that
Nabal was shearing sheep. So he sent ten young men and said to them, “Go up to
Nabal at Carmel and greet him in my name. Say to him: ‘Long life to you! Good
health to you and your household! And good health to all that is yours! Now I hear
that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds were with us, we did not
mistreat them, and the whole time they were at Carmel nothing of theirs was
missing. Ask your own servants and they will tell you. Therefore be favorable
toward my men, since we come at a festive time. Please give your servants and
your son David whatever you can find for them.’” When David’s men arrived, they
gave Nabal this message in David’s name. Then they waited. Nabal answered
David’s servants, “Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are
breaking away from their masters these days. Why should I take my bread and
water, and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming
from who knows where?” David’s men turned around and went back. When they
arrived, they reported every word. David said to his men, “Each of you strap on
your sword!” So they did, and David strapped his on as well. About four hundred
men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies. One of the
servants told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, “David sent messengers from the wilderness to
give our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. Yet these men were
very good to us. They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the
fields near them nothing was missing. Night and day they were a wall around us
the whole time we were herding our sheep near them. Now think it over and see
what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole
household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.” Abigail acted
quickly. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed
sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred

cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on donkeys. Then she told her servants,
“Go on ahead; I’ll follow you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal. As she came
riding her donkey into a mountain ravine, there was David and his men
descending toward her, and she met them. David had just said, “It’s been useless
– all my watching over this fellow’s property in the wilderness so that nothing of
his was missing. He has paid me back evil for good. May God deal with David, be it
ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all who belong to him!”
When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before
David with her face to the ground. She fell at his feet and said: “Pardon your
servant, my lord, and let me speak to you; hear what your servant has to say.
Please pay no attention, my lord, to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his
name – his name means Fool, and folly goes with him. And as for me, your
servant, I did not see the men my lord sent. And now, my lord, as surely as the
LORD your God lives and as you live, since the LORD has kept you from bloodshed
and from avenging yourself with your own hands, may your enemies and all who
are intent on harming my lord be like Nabal. And let this gift, which your servant
has brought to my lord, be given to the men who follow you.
1 Samuel 25:32-34 (NIV)
David said to Abigail, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has sent you
today to meet me. May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping
me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my own hands.
Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from
harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to
Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak.”
Three Qualities Prudent People Possess:
1. Willingness to cover shame
Proverbs 12:16 (KJV)
A fool’s wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame.
2. Willingness to take the blame (reproof)
Proverbs 15:5 (ESV)
A fool despises his father’s instruction, but whoever heeds reproof is prudent.

3. Willingness to be generous
Three Results of Gospel-Inspired Prudence:
When the Gospel is alive in us and we anchor our identity in Christ we become…
1. Shame Coverers
Psalm 118:5-9 (ESV)
Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.
The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? The LORD is on
my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. It is better to
take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in princes.
Matthew 5:11-12 (NIV)
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.
When the Gospel is alive in us and we anchor our identity in Christ we become…
2. Blame Takers
1 Peter 3:18 (ESV)
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
Philemon 1:17-19 (ESV)
So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has
wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write
this with my own hand: I will repay it – to say nothing of your owing me even your
own self.
When the Gospel is alive in us and we anchor our identity in Christ we become…

3. Untame Givers
Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold
them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to anyone who had need.
1 Peter 2:21-25 (NIV)
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For
“you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls.

